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A TRUE NOTE OF 


| courteous People, that I have ſeen in the no- 
ble Countrie of WALEs, 


AND NOW SET FORTH 


. 


S THOMAS CHURCHYARD, 


L 0 NM D 00 


| Reprinted from the Eptrio of 1687, 
For ThouAs EvAxs in the Strand. 
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Fo the 2 verne's moſt excellent Majeſtie, Elizabeth, 
== by the Grace of God, Dreene of England, Fraunce, 
and ireland, Sc. Thomas Churchyard wifheth 
8 always Bleſſednes, Good Fortune, Victorie, and 
worldly Honour, with the Encreafe of quiet Raigne, 
vertuous Lyfe, and moſt princely Government. 


OST redoubted and royall queene, that 
3 kings doe feare, ſubjects doe honour, 
Frangers ſeeke ſuccour of, and people of ſpe- 
Pall ſpirit acknowledge (as their manifold books 
eclare) I leaſt of all, preſume to farre, either 
preſenting matter to be judged of, or to ad- 
Pnture the cracking of credite, with writin 
my thing, that may breede miſlike (preſents 
3 * well taken, in the deepe judgement of ſo 
eh and mightie a princeſſe). But where a mul- 
ade (runnes forward (forced through defire or 
tune to ſhewe d ue tie, or to ſee what falleth 
of their forwardnes, I ſtepping in among the 
tt, am driven and led (by affection to followe) 
=&y ond the force of my power or feeling of an 
Warned arte, So being thruſt on with the throng, 
finding my ſelf brought before the preſence of 
ur Majeſtic (but barely furniſhed of know- 
ge) to whom I muſt utter ſome matter of de- 
ht, or from whom I muſt retourne all abaſhed 
th open diſgrace. Thus Gracious Lady, under 
Pur princely fayour I have undertaken to ſet 
1 foorth 
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foorth a worke in the honour of Wales, where 
your highnes aunceſtors tooke name, and where 
your Majeſtie i 1s as much loved and feared, as in 
any place of your highneſſe dominion. And 
the love and obedience of which people ſo ex- 
ceedes, and ſurpaſſeth the common good-will of 
the world, that it ſeemeth a wonder in our age 
(wherein are ſo many writers) that no one man 
doth not worthely according to the countries 
goodnes ſet forth that noble ſoyle and nation. 
T hough in deede divers have tleightly written 
of the ſame, and ſome of thoſe labours deſerveth 
the reading, yet except the eye be a witnes to 
their workes, the writers can not therein ſuffi- 
ciently yeeld due commendation to thoſe ſtately 
ſoyles and principalities. For which cauſe [ 
have travayled ſondry times of purpoſe through 
the ſame, and what is written of I have beheld, 

and throughly ſeene, to my great contentment 
and admiration. For the citties, townes, and 
goodly caſtles thercof are to be muſed on, and 
merites to bee regiſtred in everlaſting memorie, 
but chiefly the caſtles (that ſtand like a a company 
of fortes) may not be forgotten, their buyldings 


O 
are ſo princely, their ſtrength is ſo greate, and 


they are ſuch ſtately ſeates and defences of na- 


ture. To which caſtles great royaltie and liv- 
ings belongeth, and have bene and are in the 
giftes of princes, now poſſeſſed of noble men 
and ſuch as they appoint to keep them. The 
royalties whereof are alwayes looked unto, but the 
caſtles doe dayly decay, a ſorrowfull fight and in 
a maner remediles. But nowe to come to the 
conditions of the people, and to ſhewe ſomewhat 
of their curteſie, loyaltie, and naturall kindnes, 


{ preſume your Majcftie will pardon me to ſpeake 


of, for of trueth your highnes 1 is no ſoner named 
among 
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among them, but ſuch a generall rejoyſing doth 
ariſe, as maketh glad any good mans hart to be- 
hold or heare it, it proceeds of ſuch an affec- 
tionate favour. For let the meaneſt of the court 
come downe to that countrey, he ſhal be ſo ſa- 
luted, halſed and made of, as though he were 
ſome lords ſonne of that ſoyle, and further the 
plain people thinks it debt and duetie, to follow 
a ſtrangers ſtirrop (being out of the way) to 
bring him where he wiſheth, which gentlenes 
in alf countries is not uſed, and yet beſides all 
this goodnes and great regard, there 1s neither 
hewe nor cry (for a robbery) in many hundreth 


myles riding, fo whether it be for feare of juſtice, 


love of God, or good diſpoſition, ſmall robberies 
or none at all are heard of there. They triumph 
likewiſe ſo much of fidelitie, that the very name 


of a falſifier of promes, a murtherer or a theef, 


is moſt odious among them, eſpecially a traytor 
is ſo hated, that his "Whole race is rated at and 
abhordas I have heard there, report of Parrie and 
others, who the common people would have 
torne in peeces if the lawe had not proceeded, 

And ſuch regard they have one of another, that 
neither in market townes, highwayes, meetings, 
nor publicke aſſemblies they ſtrive not for place, 
nor ſhewe any kind of royſting: for inſted of 


ſuch high ſtomackes and ſtoutnes, they uſe frend- 
1* ſalutations and courteſie, acknowledging due- 


tie thereby, and doing fuch reverence to their 
betters, that every one in his degree is ſo well 
underſtood and honored, that none can juſtly 
ſay hee hath ſuffered injurie, or found offence 
by the rude and barbarous behaviour of the peo- 
ple. Theſe uſages of theirs, with the reſt that 
may be ſpoken of their civil maner and honeſt 


fra ae of lyfe, doth argue there is ſome more 
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nobler nature in that nation, then is generally 
reported, which I doubt not but your Highnes is 
as willing to heare as I am defirous to make ma- 
nifeſt and publiſn: the hope whereof redoubleth 
my boldnes, and may happely ſheeld me from the 
hazard of worlds haſtie judgement, that con- 
demnes men without cauſe for writing that they 
know, and praiſing of people before their faces: 
(which ſuſpicious heads call a kind of adulation) 
but if telling of troth, be rebukable, and playne 
ſpeeches be "offenſive, the ignorant world ſhall 
dwell long in errors, and true writers may ſo- 
daynly ſit in ſilence. I have not only ſearched 
ſondry good authors for the confirmation of my 
matter, but alſo paynfully traveiled to trye out 
the ſubſtance of that is written, for feare of com- 
mitting ſome unpardonable fault and offence, in 
preſenting this booke unto your Highneſſe. 
Which worke, albeit 1t 1s but litle, (becauſe 
it treateth not of many ſhieres) yet greatly it 
ſhal rejoice the whole countrey of Wales, when 
they ſhall heare it hath found favour in your 
gracious ſight, and hath paſſed through thoſe 


bleſſed hands, that holds the rayne and bridle of | 


many a ſtately kingdome, and terrytorie. And 
myſelfe ſhall reape ſo much gladneſſe, by the free 
paſſage of this ſimple labour, that hereafter 1 
ſhall goe through (God ſparing life) with the 
reſt of the other eres not here n Theſe 


things only taken in hand, to cauſe your High- 


neſſe to knowe, what puylance and ſtrength ſuch 
a princeſſe is of, that may commaund ſuch a 
people : and what obedience love and loyaltie is 
in ſuch a countrey, as hereunto hath bin but lit- 
tle ſpoken of, and yet deſerveth moſt greateſt 
lawdation. And in deede the more honorable 
it is, for that your Highneſſe princely aunce- 
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| 5 ſtors ſprong forth of the noble braunches of that 
nation. Thus duetifully praying for your Ma- 
jeſties long preſervation, (by whoſe bountie and 


crall y 
mes 18 | 
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un che Soodneſfe 1 a long while have lived) I wiſh your 


Bo 


m the Pr. 4 i . 
„ Highneſſe all the hap, honour, victorie, and 
con- 8 


; they harts eaſe, that can be defired or imagined. 
faces: Your Highneſſe humble ſervant and ſubject, 


ation) Thomas Churchyard, 
layne | 
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To every loving and friendly Reader. 


- have choſen in the end of my dates to tra- 


after) I have haunted the warres, and written 
ſomewhat of martiall diſcipline : but as every 
ſeaſon breedeth a ſeverall humour, and the hu- 
mours of men are divers: (drawing the mynd - 
to ſondrie diſpoſitions) ſo common occaſion that 
commands the judgement, hath ſet me a worke, 
and the warme good will and affection, borne 
in breaſt, towards the worthie countrey of 
Wales, hath haled ine often forward, to take 
this labour in hand, which many before have 
learnedly handled. But yet to ſhewe a diffe- 
rence in writing, and a playnneſſe in ſpeech 
(becauſe playne people affects no floriſhing 
phraſe) I have now in as ample a maner (without 
borrowed termes) as I could, declared my opi- 
nion of that ſweete ſoyle and good ſubjects ther- 
of, even at that very inſtant, when Wales was 
almoſt forgotten, or ſcarce remembred with any 
great lawdation, when it hath merited to be 
written of; for ſondrie famous cauſes moſt 
meete to be honored, and neceſſary to be touched 
in. Firſt, the world will confeſſe (or els it 
ſhall do wrong) that ſome of our greateſt kings 
(that have conquered much) were borne and 


b 2 bred 


ES 
* 2 


( Xu } 
bed in that countrey : which kings in their 
times, to the glory of England, have wrought 
wonders, and brought great benefites to our 
weale publicke. Among the fame princes, I 
pray you give me leave to place our good Queene 
Elizabeth, and pardon me withall to commit you 
to the chronicles, for the ſeeking out of her 
aunceſtors noble actions, and ſuffer me to ſhewe 
a little of the goodneſſe, gathered by us, from 
her Majeſties well doing, and poſſeſſed a long 
ſeaſon from her princely and juſt dealings. An 
act ſo noble and notorious, that neither can 


eſcape immortall fame, nor ſhall not paſſe my 


pen unreſited. | 

Now weigh 1 in what plight was our ſtate when 
ſhe came firſt to the crowne, and ſee how ſoone 
religion was reformed, (a matter of great mo- 
ment) peace planted, and warres utterly extin- 
guiſhed, as the ſequell yet falleth out. 

Then behold how the ſuccoured the afflited 
in Fraunce, (let the going to Newhaven beare 
witneſſe) and chargeably without breaking of 
league mainteyned her friends and amazed her 
enemies. 


Then looke into the ſervice and preſervation 


of Scotland (at the ſiege of Leeth) and ſec how 
finely the French were all ſhipped away (they 
being a great power) and ſent home 1n ſuch ſort, 
that 1 never ſince they had mynd to returne the- 
ther againe, 1n that faihion and forme that they 
fayled towards Scotland at the firſt, 

Then confider how bace our money was, and 
in what ſhort tyme (with little loſſe to our coun- 
trey) the bad coyne was converted to good ſil- 
ver: and ſo is like to continue to the end of the 
world. 


Then 
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Then in the advancing of Gods word and 
good people, regard how Rochell was relieved, 
and Rone and other places found cauſe to pray 
for her life, who ſought to purchace their peace 
and jee them in ſaftie. 

Then thinke on the care ſhe tooke for Flaun- 
ders, during the firſt troubles, and how that 
countrey had been utterly deſtroyed, if her 
Highnes helping hand had not propped up that 
tottering ſtate. 

Then chriſtianly conceive how many multi- 
tudes of ſtraungers ſhe hath given gracious coun- 

enance unto, and hath freely licenſed them to 
Jive here in peace and reſt, 

Then paiſe in an equall ballauce the daunge- 
rous eſtate of Scotland once againe, when the 
kings owne ſubjects kept the caſtle of Edenbrough 
againſt their owne naturall lord and maiſter: 
which preſumptuous part of ſubjects, her High- 


nefle could not abide to behold : whereupon the 


ſent a ſufficient power to ayde the kings maje- 


ſte; which power valiantly wonne the caftle, 
and freely delivered the ſame to the right owner 
thereof, with all the treaſure and priſoners there - 
in. 

Then regard how honourably ſhe hath dealt 
with divers princes that came to fee her, or need- 
ed her magnificent ſupportation and counte- 
nance. | 
Then looke throughly into the mightineſſe 
and managing of all matters gone about and put 
in exerciſe princely, and yet peaceably ſince the 
day of her Highneſſe coronation, and you ſhalt 
be forced to confeſſe that ſhe ſurmounts a great 
number of her predeceſſors : and ſhe is not at 
this day no whit inferiour to the greateſt mo- 


narke of the world. 
N —_— 


( xiv ) 

Is not ſuch a peereles queene then, a comfort 
to. Wales, a glorie to England, and a great re- 
joyſing to al Her good neighbours ? And doth 
not ſhe dayly deſerve to have bookes dedicated in 
the higheſt degree of honor to her Highneſle ? 
Yes undoubtedly, or els my ſences and judge- 
ment fayleth me. 

So (good reader) do judge of my labours : 
my pen is procured by a band of cauſes to write 
as farre as my knowledge may leade: and my 
duetie hath no end of ſervi ice, nor no limits are 
ſet to a loyall ſubject, but to wiſh and worke to 
the uttermoſt of power. 

Within this worke are ſeverall diſcourſes : 
ſome of the beautie and bleſſednes of the coun- 
trey : ſome of the ſtrength and ſtatelyneſſe of 
their impregnable caſtles : ſome of their trim 
townes and fine ſituation : ſome of their antiqui- 
tie, ſhewing from what kings and princes they 


rooke their firſt name and prerogative, So ge- 


nerally of all maner of matters belonging to that 
ſoyle, as churches, monuments, mountaynes, 
valleys, waters, bridges, fayre gentlemens houſes, 
and the reſt of things whatſoever, may become 
a writers pen to touch, or a readers judgement 
to knowe. I write not contenciouſly to find 
fault with any, or confute the former writers and 
tyme : but to advaunce and winne credite to the 
preſent trueth, agreeing and yeelding to all for- 
mer tymes and ages, that hath juſtly given every 

nation their due, and truely without affection 


bath ſet downe in plaine words the worthines of 


plaine people: for | honor and love as much a 
true author, as J hate and deteſt a reporter of 
trifeling fables. A true hiſtorie is called the 
miſtreſle of life: and yet all hiſtoryographers in 
writing of one thing, agree not well one with 

anather 


"lp \ 
275 


r 
0 ET "3 a k - 
+ — (2 * 


irn eo nfh bs 
yf q +d- 8 JJ. 35 rag 3 . 2 i 
7 er * 1 Alger Tam SE 8 — I 2 
"4 4 ils 8 2 e W cp v2 6 r 
. I os I e — „ 


P 


=: - 
[3 = I 
5 
4 
"a 04 
— . 
2 ＋ 
3 
= 3 
1 
* ** 


t re- 
doth 
ed in 
elle ? 


idge- 


urs: 
write 
my 
ts are 
ke to 


res: 
oun- 
le of 

trim 
iqui- 


they 


) EL 


that 
ynes, 
uſes, 
come 
ment 
find 
's and 
to the 
for- 
every 
tion 
ges of 
ach a 
er of 
1 the 
ers in 

with 
ather 


- 2-4 9 A eg 
m e * 2 
3 WY 1 
|: Fg, TR * = 


4 ; n r tt 4 
4 8 . rt WAL Er I. ay 
5.4 9 wh 8 wt 4 N * 3s b 3 web I, Ws 9 7 2 \ 2 
ESSE n 7 — IS ˙ AS, , 
Woe” af a Ar es. ct” NT 5 


another: becauſe the writers were not preſent winiam Mal- 
in the ty mes, in the places, nor ſaw the perſons meſburie de res 
they make mention of: but rather have leaned B £0 
and liſtned on the common report, than ſtayed late writer, yer 
or truſted to their owne experience, . 
Strabo a moſt famous writer findes fault (for — a 
the like occaſion) with Erſtaotheus, Metrodorus, again William 
Septius, Poſſidonius, and Patrocles the geo- Farrus and Pole 


Me © : lidor Virgill 
grapher: and ſuch diſcord did ariſe among wri- (and all their 


ters in time paſt, as Joſephus ſaith againſt Appio, complices) ac- 
that they reproved one another by bookes, and conng of 
4 0 . 
all men in general reprooved Herodotus. eovyous Sl 
God ſhield me from ſuch caveling : for I de- tion, malicious 
liver but what I have ſeene and read: alledging ſlaunders re- 
n bot! ien! od oo proachfull and 
tor defence both auncient authors, and good try= venomous lan- 
all of that 1s written, Wherefore (loving rea- guage, wilfull 
der) doe rather ſtruggle with thoſe two ſtrong !52*rance, dog. 
, a 5 ; zed envie, and 
pillars of knowledge, than ſtrive with the weak- canckered 
neſſe of my invention: which to avoyde ſharp- mindes, for that 


neſſe (and bitter words) is ſweetned and ſea- the! ſpake un- 
re verently of 


: 1 ſoned with gentle verſes, more pleaſant to ſome Arthur, and 


mens eares then proſe, and under whoſe ſmooth many other 


grace of ſpeech, more acceptable matter is con- *®riſe noble 


| l c princes. 
vayed, then the common fort of people can com- Jeffrey of Mon- 


For verſes like a familiar friend (with mouth. 


a gallant phraſe) rides quietly by thouſands, and Matthewe of 


— 2 20 mt des. e * 
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Hut all is one when in neither of both is found 
no matter of miſtruſt, nor ſpeeches to offend, 
there is no cauſe of diſlike. So craviiig thy good 
opinion, good reader farewell. 


Weſtminſter, 


1 5 daſheth no one perſon, and galloping cleanly and others are 
== away merites no rebuke: when proſe with a ſoft here in like ſort 
1 11th ſuch - U ived to be read and 
pace cannot with ſuch cunning patle unperceive 


looked on. 
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3 Hrough ſondrie ſoyles, and ſtately kingdomet The authors 
= troubleſome liſe 
rich, briefely ſet 


Lune have I traeſt, to tread out times and yeares: done. 
Where I at will, have ſurely ſeene right mitch, 

As by my works, and printed bookes appeares. 

And wearied thus, with toyle in forrayne place, 

E I homeward drue, to take ſome reſt a ſpace: 


2 But labouring mynd, that reſts not but in bed, 
5 We Y Began afreſh, to trouble reſtles hed. 


When newfound toyles, that hales men all in haſte, 


Lo runne on head, and looke not where they zoe : 
3 5 Bade reaſon ride, where love ſhould be enbraſte, 


3 
Re 


And where tyme could, his labour beſt beſtowe. 
To Wales (quoth wit), there doth plaine people dwell, 
M So mayſt thou come, to heaven out of hell: 


ros France; thleſfle wai 
75 raunce is ſine, and full of faithleſſe waies, A OW 


oore Flaunders groſſe, and farre from hapie dayes. che nature of 
: D many countries, 


| with the diſpo- 
ER itch Spayne is proude, a | fition of , the 
3 payne is proude, and ſterne to ſtraungers all, people thank 


PV n Italie, poyſning is alwaies 3 


And 


THE WORTHINES 


| | And Germanie, to drunkenneſſe doth fall, 
1 The Danes likewiſe, doe leade a bibbing life. 
| The Scots ſeeke bloud, and beare a cruell mynde, 


Ireland grows nought, the people ware unkynd : 


That Wales methinks, is now the ſoundeſt tate. 
3 ; In all the reſt, of kingdomes farre or nere, 
tie of Welhh- . Atricke or two, of treacherie ſtaynes the ſoyle : 
18 5 But ſince the tyme, that rule and lawe came here, 
This Brittiſh land, was never put to foyle, 
For foule offence, or fault it did commit : 
The people here, in peace doth quiet ſit, 
Obayes the prince, without revolt or jarre, 
Becauſe they knowe, the fate of ci vill warre. 


A 3 of Whiles quarrels rage, did nouriſh ruyneſt wracke, 
reat ſtrife and . 
Sifention that And Owen Glendore, ſet bloodie broyles abroach: 


ruinated Wales. Full many a towne, was ſpoyld and put to ſacke, 
And cleane conſum'd, to countries foule reproach. 
Great caſtles raſte, fayre buildings burnt to duſt, 
Such revell raignde, that men did live by luſt : 
But fince they came, and yeelded unto lawe, 
| Moſt meeke as lambe, within one yoke they drawe, 


How lawe and Like brethren now, doe Welſhmen till agree, 
love links men a 
together like In as much love, as any men alive; | 
brethren. The friendſhip there, and concord that J ſee, 
I doe compare, to bees in honey hive, 
Which keepe in ſwarme, and hold together ſtill, 
Yet gladly ſhowe, to ſtraunger great good will : 


A cour- 


England God wot, hath learned ſuch leudneſſe late, . 
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WA courteous kynd, of love in every place, 


| man may finde, in fimple peoples face. : 
ynde, 
ud ra where you pleaſe, on plaine or mountain wilde, The $ccon 
= 
fle late, aud beare yourſelfe, in ſweete and civill ſort : Wales. 
ate. pf 
nd you ſhall ſure, be haulſt with man and childe, 
EV ho will ſalute, with gentle comely port 
rue paſſers by: on braves they ſtand not fo, 
ö | Without good ſpeech, to let a trav'ler go: 
1ere IN Gs . 
'  MKEThey think it dett, and duetie franke and free, 
ln towne or fielde, to yeeld you cap and knee. 
BM | 
= fb. ” * ' 
bey will not ſtrive, to royſt and take the way, No ſuch theft 
6 - : and robberie in 
E: Of any man, that travailes through their lan Walen an 36 
Agreater thing, of Wales now will I ſay, other countries. 
N Le may come there, beare purſe of gold in hand, 
ack 
© 8 Or mightie bagges, of filver ſtuffed throwe, 
dach Ane no one man, dare touch your treaſure now: 
k \ 
e, 4 Which ſnewes ſome 23 doth rule and guyde them | | 
ws war 8 
| i a 
Fit. 9 That doth to God, and man ſuch conſcience beare. i 
3 | 1 
> 1 N 1 
1 a Z E Behold beſides, a further thing to note, Viftuals g * | |. 
rawe, | The beſt cheape cheare, when each man pais his cheape in moſt 1 
part of Wales. bi 
| groate, 18 
10 all alike, the reckoning runneth round. | 
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There market good, and victuals nothing deare, 
CE ach place is filde, with plentie all the yeare : 
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Ine ground mannurde, the graine doth ſo enereaſe, 
That thouſands live, in wealth and 1 peace. 
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A great rebuke But come againe, unto their courteous ſhoe, 
thoſe that . | a | 

-v Lo not That wins the hearts, of that markes the ſame : 

peakes not : 1 

truely of Wales. The like whereof, through all the world doe goe, . 
And ſcarce ye ſhall, finde people in ſuch frame. 
For meeke as dove, in lookes and ſpeech they are, 
Not rough and rude, (as ſpiteful tongues declare) 
No ſure they ſeeme, no ſooner out of ſhell, 


(But nature ſhewes) they knowe good maners well. 


Good diſpoſition How can this be, that weaklings nurſt ſo harde, 
never wants 


In gifts of mynd, ſhould have ſo great regarde, 
Except within, from birth ſome grace were bred, 

It muſt be ſo, doe wit not me deceave, 

What nature gives, the world cannot bereave: 

In this remaines, a ſecret worke divine, 

Which ſhewe they riſe, from auncient race and line. 


Good and true | thor : 1 
= MIR In authors old, you ſhall that plainly reade, 


affirmes more Geraldus one, and learned Geffrey two: 

Soodneſſe in The third for troth, is venerable Beade, 

Wales than I | | ; 

write of, That many grave, and worthie workes did doe, 
What needes this proofe, or genalogies here, 
Their noble blood, doth by their lives appeare : 
Their ſtately townes, and caſtles every where, 


Of their renowne, doth daily witneſſe beare, 


Eo "ar 
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A DESCRIPTION of 


MONMOUTH SHIERE. 


Two rivers by 
Monmouth, the 
one called Mon- 
now, the other 


Wye. 


\IRST I begin, at auncient Monmouth now, 
That ſtands by Wye, a river large and long : 

] will that ſhiere, and other ſhieres goe throwe, 
Deſcribe them all, or els I did them wrong. 
It is great blame, to writers of our dates, 
That treates of world, and gives to Wales no praiſe 
They rather hyde, in clowde (and cunning foyle) 
That land than yeeld, right glorie to that foyle, 


A king of ours, was borne in Monmouth ſure, 


The caſtle there, records the ſame a right: Fifth, 

| Neere the towne 
Sir Charles Har- 
bert of Troy, 
dwelt in a faire 
ſeate called 


Troy. 


And though the walles, which cannot ſtill endure, 
Through fore decay, ſhewes nothing fayre to fight. 
In ſeate it ſelfe, (and well plaſte citie old) 

By view ye may, a princely plot behold : 


Good mynds they had, that firſt thoſe walles did raife At Wella 

? now dwels Sir 
Thomas Har- 
bert, a little 
from the ſame 
Troy. 


That makes our age, to thinke on elders daies. 


'he king here borne, did prove a peereles prince, 
He conquerd Fraunce, and raign'd nine yeeres in hap : 
There was not here, ſo creat a victor fince, 

Phat had ſuch chaunce, and fortune in his lap. 
For he by fate, and force did covet all, 

And as turne came, ſtroke hard at Fortunes ball: 
With manly mynd, and ran a reddie way, 


"Fnlofatk * | 
£ 0:01 a joynt, or winne the gole by play. 


King Henry the | 
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6 THE WORTHINES b 
Maſter Roger If Monmouth bring, ſuch princes forth as this, Rf 
Jeames dwelt at i | - 3 
Troy nere this A ſoyle of grace, it ſhal be calde of right: 1 
une. Speake what you can, a happie ſeate it is, of 
A trim ſhiere towne, for noble, barron or knight. i 
A cittie ſure, as free as is the beſt, 'Y 
Where ſize is kept, and learned lawyers reſt : = 
Buylt auncient wiſe, in ſweete and wholefome ayre, MR 
Where the beſt ſort, of people oft repayre. _ - 
1 ( 
The Earle of Not farre from thence, a famous caſtle fine, Y = * 
Worceſters - . | 6 
houſe andcaſtle. That Raggland hight, ſtands moted almoſt round: = « 
a ; 


The Earle of Made of freeſtone, upright as ſtraight as line, 
Penbroke that | 


was created Whoſe workmanſhip, in beautie doth abound. 


Earle by King . | k 
Eawara Iv. The curious knots, wroughtall with edged toole, 


buylt the caſtell The ſtately tower, that looks ore pond and poole : 


of Raggland i . 1 
ur at The fountaine trim, that runs both day and night, 


the firſt. Doth yeeld in ſhowe, a rare and noble ſight, 


It 


3 
9 7 * S <5: 
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1 =O: Now Chepſtowe comes, to mynd (as well it may) 
er Lord hereof. 8 : 
| Whole ſeate is ſet, ſome part upon an hill: 
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And through the towne, to Neawport lyes a way, 


A faire bridge. : 133 : 
Maifter Leuis That ore a bridge, on Wye you ride at will. 


i "i Peere This bridge 1s long, the river ſwift and great, 
welles neere : . : 
- "a The mountaine bigge, about doth ſhade the ſeate: 


Sir Charles The cragoie rocks, that ore the towne doth lye, 
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Sommerſet at : ; 2 
the Grange Of force farre of, doth hinder viewe of eye. 3 
duth dwel} x £5 
NOW, 


ee 
S 234 : 35 


Sir William The common port, and haven is ſo good, 
. It merits praiſe, becauſe barkes there doe ride: 
Pennvcoyd, To which the ſea, comes in with flowing flood, 3 

And doth foure howers, above the bridge abide. b-: 


| Beyond 
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Beyond the ſame, doth Tyntterne abbey ſtand, Harbert of Col- 
5 broke buryed 
As old a ſell, as is within that land: there. 


Where divers things, hath bene right worthie note, 
Whereof as yet, the troth I have not gote. 


To Chepſtowe yet, my pen agayne muſt paſſe, Chepfow. 


Where Strongbow once, (an earle of rare renowne) In the cate 
ö | ; h there is an an- 
A long time ſince, the lord and maiſter was cient tower cal- 


5 ! we a led Longis to- 
bs (In princely ſort) of caſtle and of towne. wer, wil 
Then after that, to Mowbray it befell, reſts a tale to be 
1 x - confidered of, 
ad: * Ot Norffolke duke, a worthie knowne full well: Ot this Earle is 
= Who ſold the ſame, to William Harbert knight, a great and 


75 1 . . worthie tale ts 
That was the Earle, of Penbrooke then by right. be heard. 


re, 


F - 2-7 « * F = 3-22 Bll 
G — — an Y . = L n we 1 2 3 ee 
Wh © Ye. (I TE BF hs: Ex Þ. "5 e F © 5 E 1 n 2 , $7 ; 
7 HE. 2 * PP 2 Fs er * ORD UPS a». n 9 * o 2 PS) "3 3 9 
r r r ¶⅛ ꝙ : ö EEE iO 2 - 
4 4 o 1 *. EAT + %4 Wh 3 4 _ : 2 7 N F 1 1 4 g 
5 4 ra „ rote RD n ET N „ 
_ VS 8 e e 42.4 Si A W. ne r . IRS Tow em 18 
SS... N ES: a OL 8 5 ; e . F e 8 
8 N e Rs FLA x 
3 5 * 


r —— 


nes 
3 
8 


His eldeſt ſonne, that did ſucceede his place, A peece of a 
A : | : A petigree. 
BY (Of Huntyngton : and Penbrooke earle likewiſe) E Strong 
Had but one child, a daughter of great race: bowe was mar- 
| . 3 riea to The Ning 
And ſhe was matcht, with pompe aud ſolempne guiſe, ot Lynſter's 


To Somerſet, that was lord chamberlaine, daughter in Ire. 
5 : r a lande, and this 
And made an earle, in Henry ſevenths raigne: Strongbowe wan 
8 5 8 V vino 1 by force of 
Yo Oft him doth come, Earle V orſter living nowe, est 
Who buildeth up, the houſe of Raggland throwe. dome of Woltter 


and Ty roll. 
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THE WORTHINES 


A CrEaATtion of an EAR LE. 


Dward by the grace of God, king moſt imperiall, 

Of France, and England, and the Lord of Ireland therwithall, 
To archbiſhops, and biſhops all, to abbotes and to priors, 
To dukes, to earles, to barrons, and to ſheriffes of the ſhires, 
To juſtices, to maiors, and chiefe of townly government, 
To baylieffes, and my lichefolke all, have herewith greeting ſent, 
Knowe ye whereas we judge it is a gracious prince his parte, 
To yeeld lore, favour, and reward to men of great defarte : 


Who of himſelfe, his royall houſe, and of the publique ſtate, 


Have well deſerv'd, their vertues rare ever to renumerate : 

Ard to adorne with high reward, ſuch vertue cleereand bright, 
Stirs others up to great attempts, and faintnes puts to flight. 

We following on the famous courſe, that former kings have run, 
That worthie and approved wight, whoſe deedes moſt nobly dun, 
Have greateſt things of us deſerv'd, we do intend to raiſe, 

To fame and honors higheſt type, with gifts of princely praiſe, 
That truely regall are we meane, that valiant worthie knight, 
That William Herbert hath to name, and now L. Herbert hight. 
Whole ſervice when we firſt did raigne, we did moſt faithful find, 
When for our royal right we fought, which ſtill we cal to mind: 
To which we ad from then till now, continuall ſervices, 

Which many were whercof each one, to us mo? pleafing is, 


A worthie knight wherby he gayn'd, both fame and gl 

When as that rebell and our foe, even Jaſper Tudyrs ſonne, 
Who ſaid he Earle of Penbroke was, did Weſt Wales coaft orerun, 
And there by ſubtile ſhifts and force, did divers ſondrie wales 
Anoy our ſtate, and therewithall a vyle ledition raiſe, 


And chiefly when as lately now, his deedes did him declare, 
glorie rare: 
f 


But 
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But there he gave to him a fielde, and with a valiant hana 
Orethrew him and his forces all, that on his part did ſtand, 

And marching all along thoſe coaſts, the moſt he flew out right, 
The reſt he brake and ſo diſperſt, they gave themſelves to flight» 
Our caſtle then of Hardelach, that from our firſt daies raigne, 


SEE 
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A refuge for all rebels did, againſt us ſtill remaine: Il 
A fort of wonderous force, beliege about did he, 8 
And tooke it, where in moſt mens mynds, it could not taken be. * 
He wan it and did make them yeeld, who there their ſaftie ſought, | 
E 


And all the countrie thereabouts, to our obedience brought, 
Theſe therefore his moſt worthie acts, we calling into minde, 
His ſervices and great deſarts, which we praiſe worthie finde: 
And for that cauſe we willing him, wich honors royalty 

For to adorne, decke, and advaunce, and to ſublime on hye. 
The eight day of September, in the eight yeere of our raigne, 
We by this charter, that for ours ſhall firme for ever remaine. 
Of ſpeciall grace and knowledge ſure, found and determinate, 
And motion meere him William doe, of Penbroke Count create, 
Ere&, preferre, and unto him the title ſtile and ſtate, 

And name thereof and dignitie, forever appropriate, 
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As Earle of Penbroke and withal, we give all rights that do 1 
All honours and preheminence, that ſtate perteyne unto: bl 
4 


With which eſtate, ſtile, honor, great, and worthie dignitie, 
By eincture of a ſword, we him ennoble reallie. 
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The authors 
ver ſes in the ho- 
nor of noble 
mynds. 


For that the ſence, and worthie words were great, 
The ſervice ſuch, as merites noble fame: 
The forme thereof, in verſe I doe repeate, 
And ſhewe likewiſe, the Lattin of the ſame. 
He ſerv'd a King, that could him well reward, 
And of his houſe, and race tooke great regard, 
And recompenſt, his manly doing right, 
With honor due, to ſuch a noble Knight. 
4 Where 
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ot + Br Where loyal mynd, doth offer life and all, 
bad men re-. For to preſerve, the prince and publique ſtate : 
buked, There doth great hap, and thankfull fortune fall, 
As guerdon ſent, by deſtnie and good fate. | 
No ſoveraine can, forget a ſubjects troeth, 
With whoſe good grace, great love and favour goeth : 
Great gifts and place, great glorie and renowne, 


They get and gayne, that truely ſerves a crowne, 


Sir William And thou my knight, that art his heire in blood, 
Seine Gilyans, Though lordſhip, land, and Ragglands ſtately towers, 
A female heire, and force of fortunes flood 
Have thee bereft, yet bearſt his fruits and flowers : 
His armes, his name, his faith and mynd are thyne, 
By nature, nurture, arte and grace devyne : 
Ore ſeas and lands, theſe move thee payns to take, 
For God, for fame, for thy ſweete ſoveraines ſake. 


Here 
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OF WALES. 


Here followeth the CREATION of an EARLE 
of PENBROKE in Latin, 


Dwardus Dei gracia Rex Angliz & Fraunciz & 

Dominus Hiberniz, archiepiſcopis, epiſcopis, 
abbatibꝰ, prioribus, ducibus, comitibus, baronibus, 
juſticiarijs, vicecomitibus, prepoſitis, miniſtris, & 
omnibus ballivis, & fidelibus ſuis, ſalute. Sciatis 
quod cum felicis & grati admodum Regis munus cen- 
ſeamus, de ſe, de Regia domo, deque Republica & 


regno bene meritas perſonas, cõgruis amore, benevo- 


lentia & liberalitate proſequi : denique & juxta exi- 
mias probitates, eaſdem magnificentiùs ornare & de- 
corare, quatenus in perſonis hujuſcemodi congeſtis 
dariſſimis virtutum præmiis ceteri, ſocordia ignavia- 
que ſepoſitis ad peragenda pulcherrima quæque fa- 
cinora laude & gloria concitentur: Nos ne à majorum 
nrõ laudatiſſimis moribus diſcedere videamer, noſtri 
eſſe officii putamus probatiſſimũ nobis virum qui ob 
res ab ſe clariſſimè geſtas quam maxima de nobis pro- 
meruit, condignis honorũ faſtigus attollere & vere 
reglis inſignire muneribus. Strenuum & inſignem 
loquimur milite Willüm Herbert dominum Herbart, 
jam defunctũ, cujus in regni noſtri primordiis obſe- 
quia gratiſſima tum nobis multipliciter impenſa cum 

nro pro ure decertaretur, ſatis ambigue obliviſci non 

peſiumus accefſere & de poſt in hoc uſque temporis 

continuata ſervicia, que non parum nobis fuere com- 

C 2 | placita, 
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THE WORTHINES 


placita, preſertim nuperimis hiis diebus quibus op- 
timum ſe geflit militem, ac non mediocres ſibi laudis 


quit 


con, 


& fame titulos comparavit. Hiis equidem jampnde ſtat 
cu rebellis, hoſtiſque noſtri Jaſper Owini Tedur filliũ, glad 


nuper Pembrochiæ ſe Comitem dicens, Walliæ partes 
pervaderet, multaque arte ad contra nos & ſtatum 1 Thi 
noſtrum vilem populo ſeditionem concitandum trucu- 1 The 
lentiam moliretur, ſocietatis ſibi ad eandeni rem con- WI 


ficiendam electiſſimis viris fidelibus noſtris arma cepit, : . Bly 
confligendi copiam hoſtilbus exhibuit, adeoq ue va- x It is 
lida manu pervaſus ab 1pſis partes pervagatus eſt & 1 Mo! 
nuſquam eis locum permiſeret quo no eos compliceſ- 6. But 
que affligaverit, vires eorũdem tregerit, morteque af- js To 
fecerit, ſeu deſperantes in fugam propulerit, demum © 
caſtrum noſtrum de Hardelagh nobis ab initio regni 7 Firl 
noſtri contrarium, quo unicum miſeris patebat refu- Th. 
glum, obſidione vallabat, quod capi impoſſible fere- 2 | An 
batur, cepit, incluſos que ad deditionem compulit, 3 Is t. 
adjacentum quoqz primam omnem noſtram Regi = Th 
Majeſtati rebellem hactenus ad ſummam obedientiam % My 
reduxit. Hzc itaque ſua laudabilia obſequia, pro- 1 Thy 
meritaque memoriter & ut decet intimè recolentes 
volenteſque proinde eundem Willim condignis ho- 2 Oha 
noribus, regalibuſque præmiis ornare amplicare & 3 
ſublimare, octavo die Septembris anno regni noſtri 6 
octavo, per chartam noſtram Ge gratia noſtra ſpecial 1 
ac ex certa ſcientia & mero motu noſtris ipſum Wil- 2 
lim in Comitem Pembrochiæ ereximus, præfeceri- 


mus, & creaverimus, & ei nome, ſtatum, ſtilum, ti- 
tulum, & dignitatem Comitis Pembrochiæ cum om- 
nibus & ſingulis prebminenciis honoribus & ceteris 
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Or WALES, 


quibuſcunque hujus ſtatui Comitis pertinentibus, ſive 
congruis dederimus conceflerimus, ipſumq; hujuſmodi 
ſtatu, ſtilo, titulo, honore, & dignitate per eincturam 
gladil inſigniverimus, & realiter nobilitaverimus. 


This was ſet downe, for cauſes more then one, 
The world belee ves, no more than it hath ſeene : 
When things lye dead, and tyme is paſt and gone, 
Blynd people ſay, it is not ſo we weene. 

It is a tale, deviſde to pleaſe the eare, 

More for delight, of toyes then troth may beare: 
But thoſe that thinks, this may a fable be, 

To authors good, 1 ſend them here from me. 


Firſt let them ſearch, records as I have done, 

Then ſhall they finde, this is moſt certaine true: 
And all the reſt, before I here begun, | 

Is taken out, not of no writers nue. 

The oldeſt ſort, and ſoundeſt men of ſkill 

Myne authors are, now reade their names who will; 


Their workes, their words, and ſo their learning 


through, 
Shall ſhewe vou all. what troth I write of now, 


£20; ae 
AS re 
7 $79 PEEL + 
+4. 4 4 „ 
. 9 =; 
IT l 9 4 
Iv 1 
762 2 
a Nan 
3 2 
# - I. . ” 
Not * 
CATED © CP. 


d3OCANU 7 


13 


T HE WORTHINES 


Becauſe many that favoured wot Wales ( parſiall cvriter 74 
and hiflorians) hawe auritten and ſet dogune their own 3 
| Oþtnions, as they pleaſed to pub liſh of that county: 1 1 
therefore a little degreſſe from the orgerly matter of the | Y 
booke, and touch ſumeguhat the workes and wwordes of : 3 


them that raſhly have auritten more then they knewe, 


or avell could proves 


A learned men, hath wrote grave works of yore, 


So great regard, to native ſoyle they had: 
For ſuch reſpect, I blame now Pollydore : 
Becauſe of Wales, his judgement was but bad, 
It Buckanan, the Scottiſh poet late 
Where here in ſprite, of Brittons to debate : 
He ſhould finde men, that would with him diſpute, 
And many a pen, which would his works confute, 


But with the dead, the quick may never ſtrive, 
(Though ſondrie works, of theirs were little worth) 


Yet better tarre, they had not bene alive, 


Than ſowe ſuch ſeedes, as brings no goodneſſe forth; MR 


Their praile is ſmall, that plucks backe others fame, 
Their love not great, that blots out neighbours name, 
Their bookes but brawles, their bable bauld and bare; 
That in 0:idaine, of fables writers are. 


What fable more, then ſay they knowe that thing 
They never ſawe, and ſo give judgement ſtreight; 
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fame, 


name, i | 

Which ſtuffe patcht up, a peece of homely ware, 
In printers ſhop, ſet out to ſale ſometyme : 

Y Which ill wrought worke, at length became ſo bare, 
2 It neither ſerv'd, for proſe nor pleaſant ryme : 

1 But paſt like chat, and old wives tales full vayne, 

1 That thunders long, but never brings forth rayne : 
E A kynd 


OF WALES. 


And by their bookes, the world in error bring. 


That thinks it reades, a matter of great weight, 


When that a tale, of much untroth 1s told : 
Thus all that ſhines, and gliſters is not gold: 
Nor all the bookes, that auncient fathers wrate 


Are not alow'd, for troth in every ſtate, 


Though Czfar was, a wiſe and worthie prince, 


3 And conquerd much of Wales and England both: 

31 The writers than, and other authors fince, 

3 Did flatter tyme, and ſtill abuſe the troth. 

: A Some for a fee, and ſome did humors feede, 

i I When ſore was healde, to make a wound to bleede : 
3A And ſome ſought meanes, their patient ſtill to pleaſe, 
1 When body throwe, was full of foule diſeaſe. 


The worldly wits, that with each tyme would wagge, 
Mere caryed cleane, away from wiſdomes lore: 
They rather watch, to fill an emptie bagge, 
Than touch the tyme, then preſent or before: 
Nor car'd not much, for future tyme to come, 
They rould up tyme, like threede about the thome: 
Much rotten ſtuffe, unto the garment went. 


And when their clue, on trifles all was ſpent, 
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A kynd of ſound, that makes a hurling noyſe, | 
To feare young babes, with brute of bugges and toyes, 


But aged fires, of riper wit and ſkill, 
Diſdaines to reade, ſuch rabble farſt with lyes ; 


This is enough, to ſheie you my goodwill 3 
Of authors true, and writers grave and wile. 1 A w 


Whoſe pen ſhall prove, each thing in printed booke, 2 May 
Whoſe eyes withall, on matter ſtraunge did looke: A 
And whoſe great charge, and labour witneſſe beares, 
Their words are juſt, they offer to your eares. 


zach nation had, ſome writer in their daies, 
For to advaunce, their countrey to the ſtarres: 
Homer was one, who gave the Greeks great praiſe, 
And honord not, the Troyans for their warres. 
Livi among the Romaines wrate right mitch, 
With rare renowne, his countrey to enritch ; 

And Pollidore, did ply the pen apace, 3 
To blurre ſtraunge ſoyles, and yeeld the Romaines 1 This 
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Ik ft 
Admit they wrate, their volumes all of troeth, 3 Our 
(And did affect ne man nor matter then) Ef Mofl 
Yet writer ſees, not how all matters goeth orf 
In field : when he, at home is at his pen. 1 The! 
This Pollidore, ſawe never much of Wales, 3 
Though he have told, of Brittons many tales : Z For f 


Cæſar himſelf, a victor many a way, = 
Went not fo farre, as Pollidore doth ſay, The 


Kings 
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Kings are obayd, where they were never ſeene, 
And men may write, of things they heare by eare: 

5 © So Pollidore, oft tymes might overweene, 

25 And ſpeake of ſoyles, yet he came never there. 

5 Some runne a ground, that through each water ſailes, 
A pilot good, in his owne compaſſe failes : 


0 A writer that, beleeves in worlds report, 


: May rove to farre, or ſurely ſhoote to ſhort, 


1 The eye is judge, as lanterne cleere of light, 

1 That ſearcheſt through, the dim and darkeſt place: 
R 1 The gladſome eye, gives all the bodie ſight, 

5 It is the glaſſe, and beautie of the face. 

5 But where no face, nor judging eye doth come, 

1 The ſence is blynd, the ſpirit is deaffe and dome: 
For wit can not, conceive till fight ſend in 

3 Some ſkill to head, whereby we knowledge win. 


= If ſtraungers ſpeake, but ſtraungely on our ſtate, 

Thinke nothing ſtraunge, though ſtraungers write 
amis: | 

It ſtraungers do, our native people hate, 

Our countrey knowes, how ſtraunge their nature is. 

| Moſt ſtraunge it were, to truſt a forayne foe, 

Or tavour thoſe, that we for ſtraungers knowe: 

Then ſtraungely reade, the bookes that ſtraungers 

make, 

For feare ye ſhroude, in boſome ſtinging ſnake. 
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The ſtraungers ſtill, in auncient tyme that wrate, polige wh 


Exalt themſelves, and keepes us under foote ; gilius ſpake all 
of his owne na- 
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Gildas, a paſſing 


and ſpirit, 


18 THEJWORTHINES 


and ſawe but As we of kynd, and nature doe them hate, 
little of Brit- 


taine, nor loved So beare they ruſt, and canker at the roote 
tne 1a me, Of heart, to us, when pen to paper goeth, 

Their cunning can with craft ſo cloke a troeth, 
That hardly we, ſhall have them in the winde, 


To {ſmell them forth, or yet their fineneſſe finde. 


VenerableBede, Of force then muſt you credite our owne men, 
2 noble writer. - 
(W hoſe vertues works, a glorious garland gaynes) 
. Who had the gift, the grace and arte of pen: 
And who did write, with ſuch ſweete flowing vaynes, 
% 7 7 7 . 
poet of Brit- That boney ſeem'd, to drop from poets quill : 
taine. I ſay no more, truſt ſtraungers and ye will, 
Our countrey breedes, as taithtull men as thoſe, 


As famous too, in ſtately verſe or proſe. 


Sibilla, a de- 
vine propheſiar 
and writer. 


And trueth I trowe, is likte among us beſt : 

For each man frounes, when fabling toyes they heare, 
And though we count, but Robin Hood a jeſt, 
And old wives tales, as tatling toyes appeare : 


Yet Arthurs raigne, the world cannot denye, 
Merlinus Am- 
broſus a man of : 
hye knowledge That who ſo ſpeakes, againſt ſo grave a thing, 


Shall bluſh to blot, the fame of ſuch a king. 


Such proofe there is, the troth thereof to trye : 


Condemne the daies, of elders great or ſmall, 
And then blurre out, the courſe of preſent tyme : 
Caſt one age downe, and fo doe orethrow all, 
And burne the bookes, of printed proſe or ryme : 
Who ſhall beleeve, he rules or ſhe doth raigne 

In tyme to come, if writers looſe their paine: 
The pen records, tyme paſt and preſent both, 


Now 
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Now followes the Caſtles and Townes neere OSKEF, 


and thereaboutes. 


8. 


Pretie towne, calde Oſke neere Raggland ſtands, A deſcription of 
A A river there, doth beare the felt ſame name: 

{iis chriſtall ſtreames, that runnes along the ſands, 

Shewes that it is, a river of great fame. 

Freſh water ſweete, this goodly river yeelds, 

And when it ſwels, it ſpreads ore all the feelds : 

Great ſtore of fiſh, 1s caught within this flood, 

That doth indeed, both towne and countrey good. 


A thing to note, when ſammon failes in Wye, Two river 
(And ſeaſon there: goes out as order is) together of ſeve- 
Than ſtill of courſe, in Oſke doth ſammons lye, CES 
And of good fiſh, in Oſke you ſhall not mis. chin. 

And this ſeemes ſtraunge, as doth through Wales ap- 


peere, 


In ſome one place, are ſammons all the yeere: 


So treſh, ſo ſweete, ſo red, fo crimp withall, 
That man might ſay, loe, ſammon here at call. 


A caſtle there, in Oſke doth yet remaine, King Edward 


A ſeate where kings, and princes have been borne ; the fourth and 


| 7 his children, (as 
It ſtands full ore, a goodly pleaſant plaine, fonts — 


The walles whereof, and towers are all to torne, and King Rich- 
| ard the third, 


D 2 (With were borne here. 
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(With wethers blaſt, and tyme that weares all out:) 4 
And yet it hath, a fayre proſpect about: | 
Trim meades and walkes, along the rivers ſide, 

With bridge well built, the force of flood to bide, 


Caſtle Stroge Upon the fide, of wooddie hill full fayre, 


doth yet remaine ; : 
1 from This caſtle ſtands, full ſore decayde and broke: 


Oſke, but the Yet builded once, in freſh and wholeſome ayre, 
caſtle is almoſt _ 1 


cleane downe, Full neere great woods, and many a mightie oke. 
But fith it weares, and walles fo waſtes away, 
In praiſe thereof, I mynd not much to fay : 
Each thing decayd, goes quickly out of minde, 
A rotten houſe, doth but few favours finde. 


In the duchie of Three caſtles fayre, are in a goodly ground, 
Lancaſter theſe . * - * 
three caſtles are, Groſmont is one, on hill it builded was: 


but not in good GLonfreth the next, in valley is it found, 

plight any way, 
The ſoyle about, for pleaſure there doth paſſe. 
Whit Caſtle is, the third of worthie fame, 
The countrey there, doth beare Whit Caſtles name, 
A ſtately ſeate, a loftie princely place, 


Whoſe beautie gives, the ſimple ſoyles ſome grace, 


The Duke of Tyo myles from that, upon a mightie hill, 
York once lay . | 
here, and now Langibby ftands, a caſtle once of ſtate : 
the caſtell is in U- el f 711 
Wee Roger Where well you may the countrey view at will, 
Willyams And where there is, ſome buildings newe of late. 
19 25 A wholeſome place, a paſſing plat of ground, 

As good an ayre, as there abouts is found: 

It ſeemes to ſight, the ſeate was plaſt ſo well, 


In elders dates, ſome duke therein did dwell, 


— 


Carleon 


— 
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Carleon now, ſtep in with ſtately ſtyle, A deſcription of 


Z Carleon, 
No feeble phraſe, may ſerve to ſet thee forth: 
Thy famous towne, was ſpoke of many a myle, 
Thou haſt bene great, though now but little worth. 
Maiſter Morgan 


Thy noble bounds, hath reacht beyond them all, 
In thee hath bene, King Arthurs golden hall : 


of Lanternam in 
a fayre houſe 


: ; dwelles two 
In thee the wiſe, and worthies did repoſe, 


And through thy towne, the water ebs and flowes. 


Come learned lore with loftie ſtyle, 
And leade theſe lines of myne : 
Come gracious Gods, and ſpare a whyle 
To me the Muſes nyne. | 
Come poets all, whoſe paſſing phraſe 
Doth pearce the fineſt wits : 
Come knowledge whereon world doth gaſe, 
(Vet ſtill in judgement fits) 


myle from Car- 
leon, 


A plaine and 
true rehearſall 
of matter of 
great antiquitie, 


A fayre foun- 
taine now be- 


; gun, 
0 And helpe my pen to play his parte, A free ſchoole 
D : 2 now erecrte * 
1 For PEN 18 ſtept On ſtage, Maiſter Morgan 
am : . : of Laaternam 
5 To ſnewe by ſkill and cunning arte, 2 
> ry Ws * 
1 3 The ſtate of former age. 
ce 2 : A gird to the 
: $ For preſent tyme hath friends enowe, 2 3 
EY 15 k 
: To flatter faune and faine : fauners of pre- 
1 ſent tyme. 
8 And elders dates I knowe not how, : 
8 Doe dwell in deepe diſdaine. 
8 No friend for auncient yeeres we finde, 
1 5 Our age loves youth alone: A Le oft 
on The former age weares out of mynde, formation news 
7308 Re | RGA : ly begun like» 
1 As though ſuch tyme were none. wiſe, 
FY King 
rleon 
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The Biſhop of 
Landaffe ſtill ly- 
ing in the 
tovne. 

We praiſe and 
extoll ſtrange 
nations, and for- 
get or abaſe our 
obne country. 


In Arons the 
martyrs church 
King Arthur 
was crowned, 


Three archbi- 
ſhops, Vorke, 
London, and 


Carleon, crowne- - 


ing King Ar- 
thur, 


Arthur was great 
that commanded 
duch ſolemnitie. 


Phe true au- 
thors are in the 
beginning of 
This booke for 
profc of this. 


THE WORTHINES 


King Arthurs raigne (though true it weare) 


Is now of ſmall account : 


The fame of Troy is knowne each where, 


And to the ſkyes doth mount, 


Both Athens, Theabes, and Carthage too 


We hold of great renowne : 
What then I pray you ſhall we doo, 
To poore Carleon towne. 


King Arthur ſure was crowned there, 
It was his royall ſeate : 

And in this towne did ſceptre beare, 
With pompe and honor greate. 


An archbiſhop that Dubrick hight, 
Bid crowne this King in deede : 
Foure kings before him bore in fight, 
Four golden ſwords we reede, 


Theſe kings were famous of renowne, 


Yet for their homage due: 


| Repayrd unto Carleon towne, 


As I rehearſe to you. 


How many dukes, and earles withall, 
Good authors can you tell : 
And ſo true writers ſhewe you ſhall, 


How Arthur there did dwell. 


What court he kept, what acts he did, 


What conqueſt he obtaynd: 
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OF WALES. 


And in what princley honor ſtill, 
King Arthur long remaynd. 


Queene Guenever was crowned likewiſe, 

In Julius church they tay : 

Where that fower queenes in ſolemne guiſe, 
(In royal rich array). 


Foure pigeons white, bore in their hands 
Before the Princeſſe face: 


In ſign the queene of Brittiſh lands, 


Was worthie of that grace, 


Carleon lodged all theſe kings, 

And many a noble knight : 

As may be prov'd by ſendrie things, 
That I have ſeen in fight. 


The bounds hath bene-nine myles about, 


The length thereof was great: 
It ſhewes it ſelf this day throughout, 
It was a princes ſeate. 


In Arthurs tyme a table round, 
Was there whereat he ſate: 
As yet a plot of goodly ground, 
Sets foorth that rare eſtate. 


The citie reacht to Creetchurch than, 
And to Saint Gillyans both : 

Which yet appeares to view of man, 
To try this tale a troth, 
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Another notable 
ſolemnitie at a 
coronation. 

In Julius church 
the martyr the 
Queene was 
crowned, 


An honor rare 
and great yet ſel- 
dome ſeene. 


A deep and large 
round peece of 
ground ſhewes 
vet where Ar- 


Thur ſlates 


A church on a 
hil a mile of. 
Saint Gillyans 
is a faire houſe 
where Sir Wil- 
liam Harbert 


There dwelles. 
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Wonderfull 
huge and long 
pavements. 


The notableſt 
ſeate to behold 
being on the 
top that may be 
ſeene. 


The caſtle al- 
moſt downe. 


The flowing 
water may eaſily 
be brought about 
both towne and 
caſtle. 


A great beautie 
of grounds, wa- 
ters, groves, and 


other pleaſures | 
for the eye to be 


ſeene from the 
old caſtle of Car- 
leon. 


THEIWFORTHINES 


There are ſuch vautes and hollow caves, 
Such walles and condits deepe : 

Made all like pypes of earthen pots, 
Wherein a child may creepe. 


Such ſtreates and pavements ſondrie waies, 
To every market towne: 

Such bridges built in elders daies, 

And things of ſuch renowne, 


As men may muſe of to behold, 
But chiefly for to note: 
There is a caſtle very old, 

That may not be forgot. 


It ſtands upon a forced hill, 

Not farre from flowing flood: 

Where loe ye view long vales at will, 
Envyron'd all with wood, 


A ſeate for any king alive, 

The ſoyle it is ſo ſweete: 

Freſh ſprings doth ſtreames of water drive, 
Almoſt through every ſtreate. 


From caſtle all theſe thin gs are ſeene, 
As pleaſures of the eye: 

The goodly groves and vallies greene, 
And woodie mountaine hye, 

The crooked creekes and pretie brookes, 
That are amid the plain: 
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The flowing tydes that ſpreads the land, 
And turnes to ſea againe. | 

The ſtately woods that like a hoope, 
Doth compaſle all the vale : 

The princely plots that ſtands in troope, 
To beautifie the dale. 1 

The rivers that doth daily runne, 
As cleare as chriſtall ſtone: 

Shewes that moſt pleaſures under ſunne, 

Carleon had alone. 


Great ruth to ſee ſo brave a ſoyle, 
Fall in ſo ſore decay: 

In ſorowe fit, full nere the foyle, 
As fortune fled away. 


And world forſooke to knowledge thoſe, 
That earſt hath bene ſo greate: 
Where Kings and grave philoſophers, 


Made once therein their ſeate. 


Urbs Legionum was it namde, 

In Cæſars daies I trowe : | 
Ind Arthur holding reſdence there, 
(As ſtories plainly ſnowe). 


Not only kings and noble peeres, 
Repayrde unto that place: 

But learned men full many yeeres, 
1 . . 

Kecety d therein their grace. 
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I have ſeen caves 
under ground (at 
this day) that goe 
I knowe not how 
farre, all made of 
excellent work, 
and goodly great 
ſtones both over 
head and under 
foote, and cloſe 
and fine round 
about the whole 
cave, 


The name fo 

mightie argues 
it was amightie 
and noble towne. 


Two hundred 
philoſophers 
were noriſhed in 
Carleon. 
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eeld right as 
well to our el- 
ders dates, as to 
our preſent age. 


THE WORTHINES 


Than you that auncient things denyes, 
Let no your talk ſurceaſe: 

When proſe is brought before your eyes, 
Ye ought to hold your peace. 


And let Carleon have his right, 

And joye his wonted fame : | 
And let each wiſe and worthie wight, 
Speake well of Arthurs name, 


Would God the brute thereof were knowne, 
In countrey, court, and towne : {| 
And ſhe that fits in reagall throne, - 


With ſcepter, ſword, and crowne, 


(Who came from Arthurs raſe and lyne) 
Would marke theſe matters throwe: 
And ſhewe thereon her gracious eyne, 
To helpe Carleon now. 


Thus farre my pen in Arthurs praiſe, 
Hath paſt for plainnefle ſake ; 

In honor of our elder daies, 

That keepes my muſe awake, 


All only for to publiſh plaine, 

Tyme paſt, tyme preſent both: 

That tyme to come, may well retaine, 
Ot each good tyme, the troth, 
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OF WALES, 


An Introduction to the Letters ſent from Lucitis 


Tyberius, at the Coronation of King Arthur. 


OT unwilling to delate and make large the 

matter now written of, and further becauſe 
the raigne of King Arthur is diverſly treated on and 
uncertainly ſpoken of (the men of this world are 
growen ſo wiſe) I have ſearched and found (in good 
authors) ſuch certaintie of King Arthur, and mat- 
ter that merits the reading, that I am compelled with 
pen to explaine, and with ſome pains and ſtudie to 
preſent the world with in generall. The ſubſtance 
whereof being in Latin, (may be read and under- 
ſtood by thouſands) 1s Engliſhed becauſe the common 
ſorte (as well as the learned) ſhall ſee how little the 
kings and princes of this land, have eſteemed the 
power of the Romaines, or manaſing and force of 
any foraigne foe whatſoever. And for the amending 
of my tale, let our Soveraigne Ladie be well conſi- 
dered of, (whoſe graces paſſeth my pen to ſhewe) 
and you ſhall ſee great things are encountred, and no 
ſmall matters gone about and brought to good paſle, 


in the action afore named: which becommeth well a 
queene of that race, who is deſcended of ſo noble a 
progenie. But now purpoling orderly to proceede to 
the former diſcourſe, and to rehearſe word for word, 
as it was left by our forefathers, (men of great learn- 


E 2 ing 
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THE WORTHINES 


ing and knowledge) I have ſet doune fome ſuch 
letters and orations, as peradventure will make you to 
marvell of, or at the leaſt to thinke on ſo much, that 
ſome one among a multitude, will yeeld me thankes 
for my labour, and rather encourage a true writer 
to continue in the like exerciſes, then to give him 
any occaſion to fit ydle, and ſo forget the uſe of 
pen. There followeth hereafter thoſe things before 
mentioned, which I hope the readers will judge with 
adviſement, and conftrue to the beſt intent and mean- 
ing. For this matter not only ſhewes by good autho- 
ritie the royall coronation of King Arthur, but in 
like maner declares with what pride and pomp the 
Romains ſent hether (at the very inſtant of this great 
tryumph) for tribute and homage : at which proud 
and preſumptuous demaund, King Arthur (and all 
his other princes about him) began to bee greatly 
moved, and preſently without further delay, gave fo 
ſharpe and ſodaine an anſwer to the embaſſadors of 
Rome, that they were fo vexed and abaſhed therewith, 
that they neither knewe well how to take it, nor 
made any further reply : as followes by matter pre- 
ſently here, if you pleaſe throughly to reade it. 
Conſider withall, that after this embaſſage, Kang 
Arthur in plaine battaile flue Lucius, and had 
gone to Rome to have bene crowned emperour there, 


if Mordred had not made a revolt in Arthurs owne 


kin gdome. 


The 


- 
5 
N 
* * 
"LY 
F 
* 
fy 
* 
2 
8 ry 
#$*; 
fon 
ks 
. 
res 
3 
F 
7 % 
7 
70 " 
5 
. 
8 
Wy 
wt, 
5 
. 
8 
Toy 
= 
* 
0 
- 
Hy 
5 


| ſuch 8 
YOU to 
, that 
ankes 


writer 
> him 
iſe of 
de fore 
With 
nean- 
utho- 
ut in 
> the 
oreat 
proud 
1d all 
reatly 
ve ſo 
Irs of 
with, 
„ nor 


Pre- 


le it. 
King 
had 
here, 
owne 


The 


i I SHY 7 7 iin LE 
& vs Ke ow 
8 
, 
- 79 288 


v 
9 er i 2 I 
EF ge 1 DEAE fe = | 


OF WALES. 


The Coronation, and ſolemnitie thereof: the embaſſage, 
and proude meſſage of the Romaines : and the 
whole reſolution of King Arthur therein, is farſt 
ſet forth here in Engliſh. 


HE appoynted tyme of the ſolemnitie approch- 


ing, and all being readie aſſembled in the 
citie of Carleon, the archbiſhops, London and Yorke : 
and in the citie of Carleon the archbiſhop Dubright 
were conveighed to the palace, with royall ſolemnitie 
to crowne King Arthur, Dubright therefore (be- 
cauſe the court then lay within his dioceſſe,) fur- 
niſhed himſelf accordingly to perfourme and ſolemnize 
this charge in his owne perſon The King being 
crowned, was royally brought to the cathedrall church 
of that metropoliticall ſee. On either hand of him, 


both the right and the left, did two archbiſhoppes 


ſupport him, And fower Kings, to wit, Anguſell 
King of Albania, Caduall King of Venedocia, Cador 
King of Cornewall, and Sater King of Demetia, went 
before him, carrying fower golden ſwords, The com- 
panies alſo and concourſe of ſondrie ſorts of officers, 
played afore him melodious and heavenly harmonie. 
On the other parte, the queene was brought to the 


church of profeſſed nunnes, being conducted and 


accompanied with archbiſhops and biſhops, with her 
armes and titles royally garniſhed, And the queenes, 
| being 
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THE WORTHINES 


being wives unto the fower Kings aforeſayd, caryed 
before her (as the order and cuſtome was) fower 
white doves or pigeons. 


For behold, twelve diſcreete perſonages of reve- 
rend countenance came to the King in ſtately ma- 
ner, carying in their right hands in token and figne 


of ambaſſage, olive boughs. And after they had Z 


ſaluted him, they delivered unto him on the behalfe 
of Lucius Tyberius, letters contayning this effect. 
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The Epiſtle of Lucius the Romaine Lieutenant, 
to Arthur King of Britaine. 


Ucius governer of the commonwealth, to Ar- 
thur King of Britaine, as he hath deſerved. I 

have exceedingly wondered to thinke of thy malepert 
and tyrannicall dealing, 1 doe mervaile (I ſay) and 


in confidering the matter, I am angrie and take 
in ill part, the injurie that thou haſt offered to 
Rome: and that thou, no better adviſing thyſelf, 
refuſeſt to acknowledge her. Neither haſt thou any 
care ſpeedehe to redreſſe thyne overfight, thus by 


unjuſt dealings to offend the ſenate : unto whom 
thou art not ignorant, that the whole world oweth 
homage and ſervice. For the tribute done for Bri- 


taine which the ſenate commanded thee to pay ; for 

that Julius Czſar, and other worthie Romaines long 
and many yeers enjoyed the ſame, thou to the con- 

tempt of ſuch an honorable eſtate, haſt preſumed to 

detaine and keepe backe. Thou haſt alſo taken from 

them Gallia : thou hait wonne from them, the pro- 

vinces of Savoy and Daulphinie : thou haſt gotten Allobroges. 
. the poſſeſſion of all the iſlands of the ocean: the kings 


i whereof (ſo long as the Romaine authoritie was there 
77 I obeyed) payed tribute to our aunceſtors. Sith ther- 
fore the ſenate hath decreed to redemaund amends 
and reſtitution at thy hands for theſe thy ſo great 


wrongs, 


THE MWORTHINES 


wrongs, I enjoyne and commaund thee to come to 
Rome in the middeſt of Auguſt, the next yeere ; 
there to anſwere unto thy lords, and to abyde ſuch 
ſentence and order, as they by juſtice ſhall lay upon 
thee. Which thing if thou refuſe to doe, I will in- 
vade thy countries, and whatſoever thy wilfull raſh, 
nes hath difloyally taken away from their common- 
wealth, that will I by dint of ſword, aſſay to recover 
and to them reſtore, 
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OF WALES. 


Cador the Duke of Cornewall, his Oration to 


the King. 


Have hitherto bene in feare, leaſt the Britaines 

through much eaſe and long peace, ſhould growe 
to ſlouth and cowardize ; and loſe that honorable 
reputation of chevalrie and martiall proweſſe, where- 
in they are generally accoumpted to ſurmount all 
other nations. For where the uſe of armes 1s not 
eſteemed, but in ſteede thereof, dycing, carding, 
dalying with women and other vayne delites fre- 
quented, it cannot chooſe, but there cowardize and 
ſluggardie muſt needes dimme and deface all vertue, 
honour, valiaunce, and fame. There bee now al- 


moſt five yeeres paſſed, ſince we having lacked mar- 


tial exerciſe, have effeminately bene muzzeled in theſe 
foreſayd delites. God therefore not willing to ſee us 
any longer marred and ſtayned with ſluggardie, hath 
ſtirred up the Romaines that they ſhould be the 
meanes to reduce our auncient valour unto the for- 
mer ſtate and dignitie. While he uſed theſe and ſuch 
like wordes, confirmed by thoſe that were there at 
that tyme in preſence, they came at length to their 
benches or ſeates, where after that every perſon was 
ſet and placed: Arthur uſed this ſpeech unto them. 
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THE WORTHINES 


The Oration of Arthur to his Lords and People, 


| Y fellowes (ſayth he) and companyons both of 
1 adverſitie and proſperitie: whoſe fidelities I 
have heretofore both in your ſound counſels, and in 
exployting militare ſervices had good tryall and expe. 
rience of: liſten now and affoord unto me your adviſe, 
and wiſely foreſee, what you thinke convenient for 
us, touching ſuch demaunds and commaundements, 
to be done. For when a thing is wiſely aforehand 
deliberated and carefully foreſeene, when it cometh 


to the pinch, it is more eaſilie avoyded and tolerated, 


We ſhall therefore the eaſier bee able to abyde the 
imperious demaund of Lucius, if wee lay our heads 
together and foreſee, how and which way, wee may 
beſt defeate and infringe the ſame, And (ſurely) for 
my part, I doe not thinke that we have any cauſe 
greatly to feare him, ſith upon an unreaſonable cauſe 
he ſeeketh to have a trybute paid out of Britaine, 
For, he alledgeth, that the ſame is due and payable 
to him, becauſe it was payd to Julius Cæſar and 
others his ſucceſſors, which being invited and called 
hether through the diſcorde and jarres of the aun- 
cient Britaines, arrived here in Britaine with num- 
bers of armed ſoldiours: and with force and vyolence, 
brought under their ſubjection, this our countrey, mi- 


ſerably toſſed with civile carboyles and domeſticall diſ- 
cord. And becauſe they in this ſort, got the pol- 
ſeſſion of it, they have ſince taken and unjuſtly re- 
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OF WALES 


ceived a tribute out of it. For nothing that is got- 
ten by force and vyolence, is juſtly poſſeſſed by him 
that offered the vyolence. The cauſe therefore which 
he pretendeth 13 unreafonable, whereby he deemeth 
us by law and right to be tributarie unto them. Sith 
therefore he thus preſumeth to demand of us that 
which is unjuſt : let us by the ſame reaſon, demaund 
of him tribute at Rome : and he that is the ſtronger, 
let him carie away that which he defireth and claym- 
eth. For, if his reaſon, why he demaundeth tri- 
bute now, as due, to be payed by us, becauſe Cæſar 
and other Romaine princes ſometymes conquered 
Britaine be good: by the like reaſon, I doe thinke 
that Rome ought to pay tribute to mee, becauſe my 
predeceſſors heretofore wanne and ſubdued it. For 
Belinus that moſt noble King of Britaines, with the 
helpe and ayde of his brother Brennus Duke of Savoy, Allobroges. 
tooke by force that citie, and long while poſſeſſed it, 
hanging up in the middeſt of their chiefe market 
place and high ſtreate, twentie of their chiefeſt no- 
bles among them. Conſtantine alſo the ſonne of 
Helena, and Maximianus likewiſe, being both of 
them, my nere coſens, and either of them ſucceſ- 
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ſirely, crowned King of Britaine, were enthronized 
in the imperiall ſeate of the Romaine empyre. What 
thinke ve now Judge you that the Romaines have 
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any reaſon or right to demaunde tribute at our 


hands? As touching Fraunce or other collaterall 


iſlands of the ocean, it needeth no anſwere, ſith they 
re fuſed to defend them, when we forcibly tooke them 
out ot their eloutehes and juriſdiction. 
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Hough every one of you ſhould never fo dili- "i 

gently conſider ; and debate with himſelfe 5 
never ſo adviſedly in his mynd : yet doe I not thinke, 5 
that he could poſſiblie deviſe any better counſell then ex} 
this, which thy moſt grave wiſedome hath now re- for, 
membred. Thy eloquent and Tullie like adviſe there- — 5 
fore, hath furniſhed us with that ſkill, whereby wee wil 
ought inceflantly to commende 1n you the affect of a N 12 
conſtant man, the effect of a wiſe mynd, and the be- 1 5 
nefit of prudent counſell. For, if ye will take your 10 
voyage and expedition to Rome, according to the WF in 


reaſon afore alledged, I doubt not, but wee ſhould 
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winne tryumph, ſith we doe but defend our libertie, 
and juitly demaund of our enemies, that, which they 
have unjuſtly began to demaunde of us. For who- 
ſoever goeth about to defeate or diſpoſſeſſe an other 
of his right, and to take from him that which is his 
. | owne: worthilie and deſervedlie may bee put from 
il that, which is his owne, by him to whom he hath W 
f offered and done ſuch wrong and violence. Seeing 
1 therefore, the Romaines would ſo gladly take from 
1 us, that, which is our owne, we will without doubt, 


18 take from them that which they have, if we may once 
come to buckle with them. Behold this is the con- 
If | Sybille, her pro- flict that al true hearted Britaines ſo long have wiſh- W 
I . 8 ed for: Behold theſe be the propheſies of Sybilla now WM 
1 =. fulfilled, which ſo plainly and truely foretolde, that 
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OF WALES 


the third ſtock of the Britaines there ſhould one be 


OT 


borne, that ſhould obtaine and poſſeſſe the Romain 
empyre. Now, for two of theſe, the propheſies bee 


alreadie fulfilled : fithence it is manifeſt (as thou haſt 
alreadie declared) that thoſe two moſt noble and excel- 
lent princes Belinus and Conſtantine, overcame, and 
zave the armes of the Romaine empyre. And now 


&©Q 


hav we you, being the third, unto whom ſuch high 
exployt and honour is promiſed. Make haſte there 
fore to receive that which God 1s readie to beſtowe 
on thee, Haſten (I ſay) to ſubdue that which he is 


that are here readie for thyne advauncement and ho- 
nour, neither to refuſe woun ds, nor to loſe life and 
and limme. And for thy better atchieving hereof, 


Imp ſ{elte will accom pane thee with tenne thouſand 
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THE WORTHINE S 


The Sentence and Roſolution of the King of Albania. 


Nguſell King of Albania, when Howell had 
made an ende of his oration, began to declare 

his lyking and opinion of the matter, in this ſort fol- 
lowing. Since the tyme that I heard my Lord utter 


his wynd, touching this caſe, I have conceived ſuch 


inwarde joye as I am not able here afore you to ex- 
preſſe. For, in all our victorious conqueſts alreadie 
paſſed, and in ſo many kings and regions as wee have 
ſubdued, wee may well ſeeme to have done nothing 
at all; if wee ſuffer the Romaines and Germaines 
ſtill to remaine, and doe not manfully wreke upon 
them, thoſe bloodie ſlaughters, which heretofore 
they inflicted upon our aunceſtors and countreymen. 
And now ſith wee have occaſion and libertie to trye 
the matter with them by force of armes, I rejoyce 
exceedingly, and have a longing thirſt to ſee that 
day, wherein we may meete together ; yea I thirſt, 
even as if I had been drye and kept three dates, thir- 
ſtie, from a fountaine of water. Oh that I might 
ſee that day, how ſweete and pleaſant ſhould thoſe 
wounds be, that I ſhould either give or take, when 
we coape together! yea, death itſelf ſhall be ſweete 


and welcome, ſo that I may ſuffer the ſame in re- 
venging our fathers, in defending our libertie, and 
advauncing 
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advauncing our King. Let us therefore give the 
charge and oncet upon yonder effeminate and mey- 
| cocke people, and let us ſtand to our tackle like men: 
nia, WU that after we have vanquiſhed them, we may enjoye 
their honors and offices with joyful victorie. And 
tor my parte, I will augment our arinie with two 
thouſand horſemen well appoynted and armed, be- 
fide footemen. | | 
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THE WORTHINES 


Here followeth the Latin of the Engliſh going before, 


"A Mnibus in urbe legionum congregatio ſolemni- 


tate inſtante. archipræſules Londinenſis Ebora- 


cenſis : necnon in urbe legionum Archiepiſcopus 
Dubricius ad pallatium ducuntur ut regem Arthurum 
diademate regali coronarent. Dubricius ergo quoniam 
in ſua dueceſi curia tenebatur: paratus ad celebran. 
dum hujus rei curam ſuſcepit. Rege tandem inſigni- 
to ad templum metropolitanz ſedis ornate conducitur: 
a dextro & a lævolatere duo archipontifices ipſum 
tenebant. Quatuor autem reges, viz. Anguſelus rex 
Albaniæ, Caduallus Venedociæ rex, Cador rex Cor- 
nubiæ, & Sater rex Demetiz : quatuor aureos gladios 
ante ipſum ferentes præibant. Conventus quoque 
multimodocum ordinatorum miris modulationibas 


præcinebat. Ex alia parte reginam ſuis infignibus 


laureatum archipræſules atque pontifices ad templum 
dicatarem puellarum conducebant. Quatuor quoque 
prædictorum regum reginz quatuor albas columbas 
de more præferebant. 


Ecce enim duodecim viri maturæ etatis reverend! 
vultus: ramos olive in ſignum legationis in dextris 
ferentes moderatis paſſibus ad regem ingrediuntur: 
& eo ſalutato literas ipſi ex parte Lucii Tiberii in hæc 
verba obtulerunt. 
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Lucii Romani procuratoris ad Arthurum Brito- 


num regem epiſtola. 


Ucius reipublicæ procurator Arthuro regi Bri- 
3 tanize quid meruit. Admirans vehementer admi- 
ror ſuper tuæ tyrannidis proternia. Admiror inquam 
& injuriam quam Rome intuliſti recolligens, indig- 
nor quod extra te egreſſus eam cognoſcere diffugias: 
nec animadvertere feſtines quid fit injuſtis actibus ſe- 
natum offendiſſe: cu1 totum orbem famulatum de- 
bere non ignoras. Etenim tributũ Britanniæ quod 
tibi ſenatus reddere preczperat : quia Caius Julius ce- 
teriq; Romanæ dignitatis viri illud multis tempori- 


bus habuerent: neglecto tanti ordinis imperio deti- 


nere præſumpſiſti. Eripuiſti quoque illi Galliam: 
eripuiſti Allobrogum provincia: eripuiſti omnes ocea- 
ni inſulas: quarum reges dum Romana poteſtas in il- 
lis partibus pervaluit, vectigal majoribus noſtris red- 
diderit, Quia ergo de tantis injuriarum tuarum eu- 
mulis ſenatus reparationem petere deerevit mediantẽ 
Auguſtum proximi anni terminum perfigens Romam 
te venire jubeo : ut dominis tuis fatisfaciens ſenten- 
tie quam eorum dictatori juſticia acquieſcas, Sin ali- 
er ipſe partes tuas adibo & quicquid veſania tua rei- 
publicæ erripuit eidem mediantibus gladus reſtituere 
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Cadoris ducis Cornubiæ ad regem. 


UC uſqʒ in timore fueram ne Bricones longa pace 
quietos ocium quod ducunt 1gnavos faceret, 
famamque militiz qua ceteris gentibus clariores cen- 
ſenter in eis omnino deleret, Quippe ubi uſus ar- 
morum videtur abeſſe, alearum vero & mulierum in- 
flamationes, ceteraque oblectamenta adeſſe: dubitan- 
dum non eſt quin quod erat virtutis : quod honoris, 
quod audaciæ: quod famæ ignavia commaculet. Fere 
namque tranſactiꝭ ſunt quinque anni ex quo (predictis 
delitiis dediti) exereitio Martis caruimus. Deus 1gitur 
ut nos ſegnitia liberaret: Romanos in hunc affectum 
induxit ut in priſtinum ſtatum noſtram probitatem 
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reducerent. Hæc & hns ſimilia illo cum cæteris di- 


cente venerunt tandem ad ſedilia ubi collocatis ſingu- pri 
lis: Arthurus illos in hunc modum affatus. Bri 
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Oratio Arthuri ad ſus. 


Onſocii (inquit) adverſitatis & proſperitatis : 
quorum probitatis hactenus, & in dandis cõ- 
filiis, & in militiis agendis expertus ſum: adhibete 
& monete nunc unanimiter ſenſus veſtros, & ſapienter 
providete qua ſuper talibus mandatis nobis eſſe agenda 
noveritis. Quicquid enim à ſapiente diligentur provi- 
detur cum ad actum accedit facilius toleratur. Facilius 
ergo inquietationem Lucii tolerare poterimus ſi com- 
muni ſtudio premeditati fuerimus quibus mofiis eam 
debilitare inſtaremus. Quam non multum timendam 
nobis eſſe exiſtimo: cum ex irrationabili cauſa exigat 
tributum quod ex Britannia habere deſiderat. Dicit 
enim ipſum fibi dare debere quia Julio Cæſari cete- 
riſque ſueceſſoribus ſuis redditum fuerit : qui diſſidio 
priſcorũ Britonum invitatem cum armata manu in 
Britaniam applicuerunt : atque patriam domeſticis 
motibus vacillante ſuz poteſtati vi, & violẽtia ſub- 
miſarent. Qui vero hoc, modo eam adepti fuerunt 
vectigal ex ea injuſte ceperunt. Nihil enim quod vi 
ut violentia acquiritur juſte ab ipſo poſſidetur qui 
violentiam metuit. | 


Irrationabilem ergo cauſam pretendit : qua nos 
jure ſibi tributarios eſſe arbitratur. Quoniam ergo id 
quod injuſtũ eſt a nobis præſumit exigere ; conſimili 
ratione petamus ab illo tributum Romæ: & qui for- 
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tior ſupervenerit ferat quod habere exoptavit. Nam 
ſi quia Cæſar cæterique Romani reges Britanniam 
olim ſubjugaverunt vectigal nunc debere ſibi ex il- 
la reddi decernit: Similiter nunc ego cenſeo quam 
Roma mihi tributum reddere debet: quia anteceſſo. 
res mei eam antiquitus obtinuerunt. Belinus etenim 
ille Britonum ſereniſſimus rex uſus auxilio fratris ſui, 
Brenni videlicet ducis Allobrogum : ſuſpenſis in me- 
dio foro viginti nobilioribus Romanis: urbem cepe- 
rat, captamque multis temporibus poſſederunt, Con- 
ſtantinus etiam Helene filius necnon & Maximia- 
nus uterque mihi cognatione propinquus alter poſt 
alterum diademate Britanniæ inſignitus: thronum 
Romani imperii adeptus eſt. Cenſetis ne ergo vec- 
tigal Romanis petendum? De Gallia autem ſine de 


collateralibus inſulis oceani non eſt reſpondendum: 


cum illas diffugerent quando eaſdem poteſtati eorum 
ſubtrahebamus. 
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Hoeli regis Minoris Britanniæ, reſpon/to, - 


Icet unuſquiſque veſtrum totus in ſe reverſus, 
omnia, & omnibus animo tractare valuerit non 
exiſtimo cum præſtantius conſiliũ poſſe invenire quam 
iſtud quod modo diſeretio ſolertis prudentiæ tuæ re- 
coluit. Proinde etenim providit nobis tua deliberatio 
Tulliano liquore lita. Unde conſtantis viri affectum: 
ſapientis animi effectum optimi confilii profectum 
laudare indeſinenter debemus. Nam fi juxta præ- 
dicta rationem Romam adire volueris non dubito quin 
triumpho potiamur: dum libertatem noſtrã tueamur 
dum juſte ab inimicis noſtris exigamus quod à nobis 
injuſte petere inceperunt. Quicunque enim ſua al- 
ter1 eripere conatur merito quæ ſua ſunt per eum 
quem amittit. Quia ergo Romani noſtra nobis de- 
mere affectant: ſua illis procul dubio: auferemus fi 


authoritas nobis congrediendi præſtabitur. En con- 


45 


greſſus cunctis Britonibus deſiderandus. En vaticinia Vaticinia Sibille 


libyllæ quz veris augurus teſtantur: ex Britannico 
genere tertio naſciturum qui Romanum obtinebit im- 
periũ. De duobus autem adimpleta ſunt oracula: 
cum manifeſtum fi præclaros ut dixiſti principes Be- 
linum atque Conſtantinum imperii Romani geſſiſſe 
inſignia & imperia. Nunc verò te tertium habemus, 


cui titum culmen honoris promittitur. Feſtina ergo 


recipere: quod deus non differt largiri. Feſtina ſub- 
Jugare 


de Britonibus, 
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jugare quod ultro vult ſubjugari. Feſtina nos om- 


nes exaltere qui ut exalteris nec vulnera recipere : 
nec vitam amittere diffugiamus. Ut autem hæc per- 


ficias decem millibus armatorum præſentiam tuam 
conabor. 
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Sententia regis Albania. 


Nguſelus Albaniz rex: ut Hoelus finem dicendi 
fecerat : quod ſuper hac re affectabat in huc 
modum manifeſtare perrexit. Ex dominum meum ea 
quæ dixit affectare conjeci: tanta lætitia animo meo 
illapſa eſt: quantam nequeo in veſtra preſentia ex- 
primere. Nihil enim in tranſactis debellationibus 
quas tot & tantis regibus intulimus egiſſe videmur : 
fi Romani & Germani illeſi permaneant : nec in illos 
clades quas olim noſtratibus ingeſſerunt viriliter vin- 
ccemus. Ac nunc quomam hcentia congrediendi 
permittitur gaudens admodũ gaudeo & deſiderio die 
quo conveniamus æſtuans ſitio cruorem illorum quem- 
admodũ fontem fi triduo prohiberer. O f1 illam 
lucem videbo quæ dulcia erunt vulnera quz vel re- 


cipiam vel inferam: quando dextras conferemus. 


| Ipſa etiam mors dulcis erit: dum eam in vindicando 
patres noſtros: in tuendo libertatem noſtram: in ex- 
altando regem noſtrum perpeſſus fuero. Aggredia- 
mur ergo ſemiviros illos & aggrediendo perſtemus ut 

evictis ipſis eorum honoribus cum læta potiamur 
victoria. Exercitum autem noſtrum duobus milibus 

| *rmatoru equitum exceptis peditibus angebo. 


L D- 


Would to God we had the like ayde of Kings and 


ter now to daunt the pride of the Romiſh practiſes. 


The 
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The true Authors of this aubole Boote. 
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— 


Johannes Badius Aſcenciu. 
Merlinus Ambroſius. 
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Gualterus Monemotenſis. 

Giraldus Cambrenſis. 

Johannes Bale of Brutus. 

Jeffrey of Monmouth. 

Gildas Cambrius, a poet of Britaine. 
Sibilla. 


Analles ſue 
gentes. 


Two brethren that were martyrs, Julius and Aron 


in Carleon, in whoſe names two churches were built 
there. 


Thelians Epiſcopus Landaph. 


Saint Auguſtine could not make the Britaines be 
obedient to the Archbiſhop of Canterburie, but yet 
they onely ſubmitted themſelves to the Archbiſhop of 
Carleon, in Adelbrights tyme thit was King of Kent, 


— —— Jo — 


N JJ * 


— - 


d Aron 
e built 


ines be 
but yet 
ſhop of 
f Kent, 


N JJ * 


OF WALES, 


OW muſtI touch, a matter fit to knowe, 


towne : 
On which you ſhall, behold the nobleſt ſnowe, 


(Looke round about, and ſo looke rightly downe) 


That ever yet, I ſawe or man may view : 
Upon that hill, there ſhall appeare to you, 
Of ſeaven ſhieres, a part and portion great, 


Where hill it ſelfe, is ſure a warlike ſeate. 


Ten thouſand men, may lodge them there unſeene, 


In trebble dykes, that gards the fortreſſe well: 
And yet amid, the fort a goodly greene, 


Where that a power, and mightie campe may dwell; 


In ſpyte of world, if ſoldiours victuall have. 


| The hill ſo ſtands, if bird but wing doe wave, 


Or man or beaſt, but once ſtirre up the head 
A boweabove, with ſhaft ſhall ſtrike it dead. 


The hill commaunds, a marvels way and ſcope, 
It ſeemes it ſtood, farre off for townes defence, 
And in the warres, it was Carleons hope: 

Or els in deede, the Duke of Gloſter ſence 
(That did deſtroy, both towne and all therein) 
To ſerve his turne, this fortreſſe did begin. 

Not farre from this, much like unto the fame, 
Tombarlown ſtands, a mountaine of ſome fame. 


* 


H A towne 


A fort and ſtrength, that ſtands beyond this 
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A hill moſt no- 
table neere Car- 
leon a myle 

from the towne, 


A very high hill 
of a marveilous 
ſtrength which 

was a ftrong fort 
in Arthurs daics, 


Bellinus Mag- 
nus made this 
called Belling- 
ſtocke. 


A wonderfull 
hich mountazne 
with the ke ma- 
ner of deſence. 
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The towne of A towne nere this, that buylt is all a length, 11 
Neawport. n : ; 8 

Cal'd Neawport now, there is full fayre to viewe: As 
On a round hill Which ſeate doth ſtand, for profite more then ſtrength, WW T. 
by the church A right ſtrong bridge, is there of timber newe : 8a 


there is for ſea : 
and land the moſt A river runnes, full nere the caſtle wall: 


3 ght Nere church likewiſe, a mount behold you ſhall 
at any man : 


living at one in- Where ſea and land, to fight ſo plaine appeeres, 


ſtant may with | 
perfect 5 be- That there men ſee, a part of five fayre ſheeres, 


hold, 

The towne hath As upward hye, aloft to mountaine top, 
marchants in it. k . , | 

Acaſtle is at the This market towne, is buylt in healthfull ſort ; 


end of this So downeward loe, 1s many a marchants ſhop, 
towne, and ful 


by the bridges And many ſayle, to Briſtowe from that port. 
* Of auncient tyme, a citie hath it bin, 
And in thoſe daies, the caſtle hard to win: 
Which yet ſhewes fayre, and is repayrd a parte, 
As things decayd, muſt needes be helpt by arte. 


_— 22 goodly ſeate, a tower, a princely pyle, 
e that was the - 3 
Duke of Lanca- Built as a watch, or ſaftie for the ſoyle, 


ters. By river ſtands, from Neawport not three myle. 
This houſe was made, when many a bloodie broyle, 
Eboythis the ri- | a 
oF +..1n Wales God wot, deſtroyd that publicke ſtate: 


vers name that“ 
runneth here. Here men with ſword, and ſhield did braules debate: 


Here ſaftie ſtood, for many things in deede, 
That ſought ſaveguard, and did ſome ſucker neede. 


The name thereof, the nature ſnewes a right, 


For river, wood, Greenefield it is, full gay and goodly ſure: 
paſture ayre, 
walke and plea- 
ſ ys 2 place That for delight, and wholeſome ayre ſo pure, 
paiicti, 


A fine ſweete ſoyle, moſt pleaſant unto fight, 


1ewe : 
{tren oth, 


Ee: 


all, 
res, 
res. 


le. 
broyle, 
e 
ebate: 


neede, 
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it may be praiſde, a plot ſought out ſo well, 
As though a king, ſhould ſay here will I dwell : 
The paſtures greene, the woods, and water cleere, 


Saych any prince may buyld a pallace heere. 


And in this place, and many parts about, 

Is graſſe and corne, and fertile ground enough: A true judge- 
And now a while, to ſpeake of Wales throughout, — 
WW Wales if th - 
W here if men would, take paynes to plye the plough: * 3 
Digge out of droſſe, the treaſure of the earth, be laborous. 
And fall to toyle, and labour from their birth: 

They ſhould as ſoone, to ſtore of wealth attaine, 


As other ſoyles, whoſe people takes great paine. 


But moſt of Wales, likes better eaſe and reſt, 

(Loves meat and mirth, and harmleſſe quiet daies) NI can. 
Than for to toyle and trouble brayne and breſt, 

To vexe the mynd, with worldly wearie waies) 

Some ſtand content, with that which God ſhall ſend, 

And on their lands, their ſtock and ſtore doth ſpend ; 

And rubs out life, cleane voyde of further care, 

Becauſe 1n world, right well to hve they are. 


Yet were they bent, to proule and purchace till, 
And ſearch out wealth, as other nations doe: 
They have a ſoyle, a countrey rich at will, 
Which can them make, full quickly wealthie too. 
They have begun, of late to lime their land, 1 
0 . ep 
And plowes the ground, where ſturdie okes did ſtand : 3 2 
Converts the meares, and marriſh every where, places thrives by 
labour daylie, 


Whoſe barraine earth, begins good fruite to beare. and gets great 
gayne through 


H 2 They tillage. 
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They teare up trees, and takes the rootes away, 
Makes ſtonie fieldes, ſmooth fertile fallowe ground : 
Brings paſtures bare, to beare good graſſe for hay, 
By which at length, in wealth they will abound. _ 
Wales is this day (behold throughout the ſheeres,) 
In better ſtate, than twas theſe hundred yeeres : 
More rich, more fine, and further more to tell, 

} Fewe men have knowne, the countrey halfe ſo well, 


1 have knowen Whereas at firſt, they ſought for corne farre off, 
many places fo 


barraine, that (To helpethe wants, of Wales when grayne was deere) 
they have fought Now on the boord, they have both cheeſe and lofe, 


tor corne farre of, | : 
who now are able To ſhewe the world, in houſe is greater cheere. 


* = = ut The open plaine, that hath his rubbiſh loſt, 

other countrey. Saith plentie is, through Wales in every coaſt ! 
The well wrought ground, that thouſands may behold, 
Where thornes did growe, ſayth now there ſprings up 


gold. 


I meane where weedes, and thiſtles long hath growne, 
(Wild droſſe and docks, and ſtinking nettles vile) 
There Barley ſweete, and goodly wheate is ſowne, 
Which makes men rich, that liv'd in lacke long while, 
No gift nor gayne, more great and good to man, 
Then that which toyle, and honeſt labour wan : 
What ſweat of browes, brings in is ſugred ſweete, 
Makes glad the mynd, and comforts hart and ſpreete. 


Aborgaynies 
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He 


behold, 
ings up 


TOWN, 
ile) 
wne, 
while, 
in, 

4 

ete, 
preete. 


gaynies 


Aborgaynies Towne is walled raund about, and hath 


fayre Suburbs alſo. 


ETURNE I muſt, to my diſcourſe before, 
Of borrow townes, and caſtles as they are: 

Aborgaynie, behind J kept in ſtore, 
Whoſe ſeate and ſoyle, with beſt may well compare. 
The towne ſomewhat, on ſteepe and mounting hill, 
With paſtor grounds, and meddowes great at will: 
On every fide, huge mountaines hard and hye, 
And ſome thicke woods, to pleaſe the gazers eye. 


The river Oſke, along the vale doth paſſe, 

Right underneath, an auncient bridge of ſtone ; 

A goodly worke, when firſt it reared was, 

(And yet the ſhiere, can ſhewe no ſuch a one) 
Makes men to knowe, old buildings were not bace, 
And newe things bluſh, that ſteps not ſo in place, 
With ſuretie good, and ſhewe to ſtep on ſtage, 

To make newe world, to honor former age. 


For former tyme, built townes and caſtles trim, 
Made bridges brave, and ſtrong for tyme to come : 
And our young daies, that doth in glorie ſwim, 


Holds hard in hand, that finger fait may thome. 


Looke 


e 
1 


It ſtands over 
two little rivers, 
called Ceybbie 
and Ceyvennie, 
of which Cey- 
venie, Aborge- 
vennie tooke 
name. 


The bridge of 
ſtone a eleven 
tayre arches, and 
a great bridge of 
ſtone to come 
drylie to that 
bridge, 


Ofthe bountie of 
tyme paſt, and 
the hardnes of 
our ages 
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Looke what tyme paſt, made gallant freſh and fayre, 
Tyme preſent ſpoyles, or will not well repayre : 

A fayre and no- As in this towne, a ſtately c: 

8 KA ne, It; tely caſtle ſhoes, 

longing to the Which loe to ruyne, and wretched wracke it goes. 


auncient houſe 


and race of the a 5 
honorable, the Moſt goodly towers, are bare and naked laft, 


eg Abor- That cov'red were, with timber and good lead: 
Theſe towers yet ſtand, as ſtreight as doth a ſhaft, 
The walles whereot, might ſerve to ſome good ſtead, 
For found and thicke, and wondrous high withall, 
They are in deede, and likely not to fall : 

Would God theretore, the owner of the ſame, 


Did ſtay them up, for to encreace his fame, 


The bountie of Who doth delight, to ſee a goodly plaine, 

Sorry an! Faire rivers runne, great woods and.mountaines hye: 
Let him a while, in any tower remaine, 
And he ſhall ſee, that may content the eye. 
Great ruth, to let ſo trim a ſeate goe downe, 
The countries ſtrength, and beautie of the towne : 
A lordly place, a princely plot and viewe, 
That laughs to ſcorne, our patched buildings newe. 


A zoodly and The ſhell of this, I meane the walles without, 
ſtately peece of The worthie worke, that is ſo finely wrought ; 
worke as like | 5 
to fall as be re- The ſellers deepe, and buildings round about, 
payred 33212% The firme freeſtone, that was ſo derely bought, 
Makes men lament, the loſſe of ſuch a thing, 
That was of late, a houſe for any king. 
Yea who ſo wayes, the worth of caſtle yet, 


With heavie mynd, in muſe and dump ſhall fit. 
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OF WALES. 


To ſee ſo ſtrong, and ſtately worke decay, 

The ſame diſeaſe, hath Oſke in caſtle wall: 
Which on maine rocke, was builded every way, 
And now Got wot, 1s readie downe to fall, 

A number more in Monmouth ſhiere I finde, 
That can not well, abydea blaſt of winde : 

The lofle is theirs, that ſees them overthrowne, 
The gaine were ours, if yet they were our owne, 


Though caſtle here, through trackt of tyme is worne, 
A church remaines, that worthie is of note: 

Where worthie men, that hath bene nobly borne, 
Were layd in tombe, which els had been forgot. 

And buried cleane, in grave paſt mynd of man, 

As thouſans are, forgot ſince world began: 

\Whoſe race was great, and who for want of tome, 

In duſt doth dwell, unknowne till day of dome. 


In church there lyes a noble knight, 
Encloſde in wall right well : 
Croſſelegged as it ſeemes to fight, 
(Or as record doth tell) 

He was of high and princely blood, 
His armes doth ſhewe the ſame: 

For thereby may be underſtood, 

He was a man of fame. 

His ſhield of blacke he beares on breſt, 
A white crowe plaine thereon: 

A ragged {leeve in top and crett, 


All wrought in goodly ſtone. 


And 
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Any heart in the 
world would pit- 
tie the decay of 
caſtles in Mon- 
mouth ſhiere. 


In this church 
was a molt. fa- 
mous worke m 
maner of a ge- 
nealogie of 
kings, called the 
roote of ſeſſe, 
which worke is 
defaced and pul- 
led downe in 
peeces. 


On the right 
hand in a faire 
chappell. 


Both the win- 
dowe, and in 
other parts a- 
bout him ſhewes 
that he was a 
ſtranger, 


Blewe is, 
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The labell 
whereon are 
nyne flower-de- 
luces. 


On the left 
hand a Lord of 
Aborgany. 


Sir William 
Thomas Knight 
(alias) Harbert. 


Sir Davie Gam 
Knight, father 
to this Knight's 
wife. 


THE WORTHINES 


And under feete, a greyhound lyes, 
Three golden Lyons gay, | 
Nine flowerdeluces there likewiſe, 
His armes doth full diſplay. 


A lord that once enjoyde that ſeate, 
Lyes there in ſumptuous ſort : 

They ſay as loe his race was great, 

90 auncient men report. 

His force was much: for he by ſtrength 
With bull did ftruggle ſo, 

He broke cleane off his hornes at length, 
And therewith let him go. 

This Lord a bull hath under feete, 
And as it may be thought, 

A dragon under head doth lye, 

In ſtone full finely wrought. 

The worke and tombe ſo auncient is, 
(And of the oldeſt guyſe) 

My firſt bare view, full well may mis, 
To ſnewe how well he lyes. 


A tombe indeede, of charge and ſhowe, 
Amid the chappell ſtands: 

Where William Thomas knight ye knowe, 
Lyes long with ſtretched hands, 

A Harbert was he cal'd of right, 

Who from great kindred cam, 

And married to a worthie wight, 
Daughter to Davie Gam, 


A knight 


knight 


OF WALES. 


{A knight likewiſe, of right and name) 
This Harbert and his feere, 

Lyes there like one that purchaſt fame, 
As plainly doth appeere. 

His tombe is rich and rare to viewe, 
Well wrought of great device : 


Though it be old, tombes made but newe, 


Are of no greater price. 

His armes three ramping lyons white, 
Behind his head in ſhield : 

A crowned lyon blacke is hers, 

Set out in molt rich field: 

Behind her head is likewiſe there, 
Loe what our elders did, 

To make thoſe famous every where, 
Whoſe vertues are not hid. 


In tombe as trim as that before, 

Sir Richard Harbert lyes: 

He was at Banbrie field of yore, 

And through the battaile twiſe: 

He paſt with pollax in his hands, 

A manly act in deede, 

To preace among ſo many bands, 

As you of him may reede, 

This valiant knight, at Colbroke dwelt, 
Nere Aborgaynie towne : 

Who when his fatall deſtnie felt, 
And fortune flong him downe, 
Among his enemies loſt his head, 
A rufull tale to tell: 
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This Knight 
was flaine at 
Edgingcourt 
field, 


His tombe is of 
hard and good 
allabaſter. 


Sir William 
Thomas was fa. 
ther to the next 
that followes, 
called Sir Rich- 
ard Harbert of 
Colbroke 
Knight, 


In the chronicle. 


this is rehearſed, 


On the left hang 
of the chappe!l 
they lye. 
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She was daugh- 
ter to Thomas 
ap Griffith fa- 
ther to Sir Rice 


ap Thomas 
Knight. 


On the right 


hand of the 


chappell. 


The old Earle of 
Penbruke one of 
the privy coun- 
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cil, 


THE WORTHINES: 


Yet buryed was as I have ſaid, 

In fumptuous tombe full well. 

His wife dame Margret by his fide, 
Lyes there likewiſe for troth.: 

Their. armes as yet may be tryed, 
(In honor of them both) 

Stands at their heads, three lyons white 
He gives as well he might: 
Three ravens blacke, in ſhield ſhe gives, 
As daughter to a knight. 

A ſheate of arrowes under head, 

He hath as due to him: 

Thus there theſe worthie couple lye, 

In tombe full fine and trim. 


Now in another paſſing tombe, 

Of beautie and of charge, 

There lyes a ſquire (that Harbert hight) 
With coſt ſet out at large. 

Two daughters and ſixe ſonnes alſo, 

Are there ſet nobly forth : 

With other workes that makes the ſhowe, 
And monument more worth. 


Himſelfe, his wife, and children to, 


Lyes ſhrouded in that ſeate: 

Now ſomewhat for that ſquire I do, 
Becauſe his race was great. 

He was the father of that earle, 

That dyed lord ſteward late, 

A man of might, of ſpreet moſt rare, 
And borne to happie fate, 
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OF WALES. 


His father layd ſo richly here, 
So long agoe withall, 

| Shewes to the lookers on full cleere, 
(When this to mynd they call) 
This ſquire was of an auncient race, 
And borne of noble blood: 
Sith that he dyed in ſuch a cace, 
And left ſuch worldly good, 
To make a tombe ſo rich and brave: 
Nay further now to ſay, 
The three white lyons that he gave 
In armes, doth rare bewray; 
And makes them bluſh and hold downe browe, i 
That babble out of ſquare. 1 
Reſt there and to my matter now: 19 


Upon this tombe there are 

Three lyons and three white bores heads: 
The firſt three are his owne. 

The white bores heads his wife ſhe gave, 
As well in Wales is knowne. 

A lyon at his feete doth lye, 

a At head a dragon greene: 1 
More things who liſts to ſearch with eye, N | 138 
On tombe may well be ſeene. 16 
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Amid the church, Lord Haſtings lay, 
Lord Aborgaynie than: 


And ſince his death remov'd away, 


By fine device of man: 1a che 
And layd within a windowe right, now he lyes, 
I 2 | Full 


His 
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Some ſay this 
great Lord was 
called Bruce and 
not Haſtings, 
but moſt doe 
hold opinion he 
was called Haſt- 


ings. 


THE WORTHINES 


Full flat on ſtonie wall : 
Where now he doth in open fight, 
Remaine to people all. 


The windowe 1s well made and wrought, 


A coſtly worke to ſee : 

In which his noble armes are thought, 
Ot purpole there to bee. 

A ragged fleeve and fixe red birds, 

Is portrayd in the glaſſe: 

His wite hath there her left arme bare, 
It ſeemes her lleeve it was 

That hangs about his necke full oe, 
Right ore a purple weede : 


A robe of that ſame colour too, 


The ladie weares in deede. 

Under his legges a lyon red, 

His armes are rare and ritch: 

A harrold that could ſhewe them well, 


Can blaſe not many ſitch. 


Sixe lyons white, the ground fayre blew, 
Three flowerdeluces gold: | 
The ground of them is red of hew, 
And goodly to behold. 
But note a greater matter now, 
Upon his tombe in ſtone 
Were fourteene lords that knees did bow 
Unto this lord alone. 
Of this rare worke a porch is made, 
The barrons there remaine 
In good old ſtone, and auncient trade, 
To ſhewe all ages plaine. 

What 


w, 


W 


What 
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What homage was to Haſtings due, 
What honour he did win: 

What armes he gave, and ſo to blaze 
What lord had Haſtings bin. 


Right ore againſt this windowe, loe 
In ſtone a ladie lyes: 

And in her hands a hart J troe, 

She holds before your eyes: 

And on her breaſt, a great fayre ſhield, 
In which ſhe beares no more 

But three great flowerdeluces large: 
And even loe, right ore 

Her head another ladie lyes 

With ſquirrell on her hand, 

And at her feete, in ſtone likewiſe, 

A couching hound doth ſtand: 

They ſay her ſquirrell lept away, 
And toward it ſhe run: 

And as from full ſne ſought to ſtay 
The little pretie Bun, 

Right downe from top of wall ſhe fell, 
And tooke her death thereby. 

Thus what I heard, I doe you tell, 
And what 1s ſeene with eye. 


A friend of myne who lately dyed, 
That Doctor Lewis hight : 

Within that church his tombe I ſpyed, 
Well wrought and fayre to fight, 

O Lord (quoth I) we all muſt dye, 
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A ladie of Abor- 
gaynie. 


A ladie of ſome 
noble houſe 
whole name I 
knowe not. 


Doctor Lewis 
lately judge in 
the Amoraltie. 
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THE WORT HIN ES 


No lawe, nor learnings lore: 
No judgement deepe, nor knowledge hye, 


No riches leſſe or more, 


No office, place, nor calling great, 


No worldly pompe at all, 


Can keepe us from the mortall threat 
Of death, when God doth call. 

Sith none of theſe good gifts on earth, 
Have powre to make us live: 

And no good fortune from our birth, 
No hower of breath can give. 

Thinke not on life and pleaſure heere, 
They paſſe like beames of ſunne : 

For nought from hence we carrie cleere, 
When man his race hath runne, 


41 
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An Introduction for Breaknoke Shiere. 


Is bodie tyerd with travaile, God forbid, 

L That wearie bones, ſo ſoone ſhould ſeeke for reſt ; 

Shall ſences fleepe, when head in houſe is hid, 

As though ſome charme, were crept in quiet breſt, 

And ſo bewitch, the wits with too much eaſe, 

That duls good ſpreete, and blunts quicke ſharpe de- 
vice: 

Which elimes the clowdes, and wades through deepeſt 

ſeas, 

And goes before, and breakes the frozen ice, 

To cleere the coaſt, and make the paſſage free 

For trav'lers all, that will great fecrets ſee. 


When quick conceyt, by ſlouth is rockt aſleepe, 


And treſh device, goes faynt for lack of uſe: 


Along the li 8. Goth lazie hun 8 or 
Along the ummes, CONN lazie humours creepe, 


And daylie breedes, in bodie great abuſe. 

It metall fine, be not kept cleane from ruſt, 

The brighteſt blade, will ſure ſome cancker take: 
And when cleere things, are ſtaynd with droſſe and duſt, 
They muſt be ſkour'd by ſkill, for profites ſake. 

Wit is nought worth, in ydle braine to reſt, 

INor gold doth good, that {till lyes lockt in cheſt. 


The ſoſt downe bed, and chamber warm'd with fire, 


Or thicke furd gowne, is all that ſluggard ſeekes : 
But 
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64 THE WORTHINES 
But men of ſpreete, whoſe hearts do till aſpire, W 
Do labour long, with leane and lentten cheekes. 1 


Jo trye the world, and taſte both ſweete and ſower: 
V ho much doth fee, may much both ſpeake and write, 45 


Who little knowes, hath little wit or power 0 

To winne the wiſe, or dwell in worlds delight. = \ 

Feare not to toyle, for he that ſowes in paine, 5 

« Shall reape with joye, for ſtore good corne againe. \ 

4 A 

| In reachleſſe youth, whiles fancie flewe with winde, Fi 
| Feete could not ſtay, the bodie mov'd ſo faſt : Vi 


For every part, thereof did anſwer minde, 


Till aged yeeres, ſayd wanton dates were paſt. © > 
It that be true, ſound judgement ſhould be fraught A 


With graver thoughts, and greater things of weight: 
Sith ſober ſence, at lightneſſe now hath laught, 
Thy reaſon ſhould, ſet crooked matters ſtreight: 
And newly frame, a forme of fine device, 


That vertue may, bring knowledge moſt in price. 


To treate of tyme, and make diſcourſe of men, 
And how the world, doth chop and chaunge eſtate, 
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Doth well become, an auncient writers pen: 
IF ſkill will ſerve, ſuch ſecretes to debate. 


— 


If no, hold on the courſe thou haſt begun, 


To talke of townes, and caſtles as they are: 


—— —— — ———— Ä Me 
" — » o 
„ >; - = o - 
— * i — 


And looke thou doe, no toyle nor travaile ſhun, 

To ſet foorth things, that be both ſtraunge and rare. 

| If age doe droope, and can abide no toyle, 

1 When thou comeſt home, yet ſet out ſome ſweete ſoyle. 
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Though joynts waxe ſtiffe, and bodie heavie growes, 

And backe bends downe, to earth where corps mult 
lye: | 

Ard legges be lame, and gowte creepes in the toes, 

Cold crampe, and cough, makes groning goaſt to erye. 

When fits are paſt, if any reſt be found, 

Plre pen againe, for that ſhall purchaſe praiſe : 

Yea though thou canſt, not ride fo great a ground, 

As all ore Wales, in thyne old aged dates : 

Forget no place, nor ſoyle where thou halt bin, 

With Breaknocke Shiere, than thou this booke begin, 


Shewe what thyne eyes, are witneſſe of tor troth, 
And leave the reſt, to them that after lives: 

When man is caPd, away to grave he goeth, 

Death ſteales the life, that God and nature gives. 
Thou haſt no ſtate, nor pattent here on earth, 

But borrowed breath, the bodie beares about: 

Death daylie wayts, on life from hower of birth, 
And when he lifts, he blowes thy candle out. 

Then leave ſome worke, in world before thou paſſe, 
That friends may ſay, loe here a writer was. 


My muſe thus ſayd, and ſo ſhe ſnranke aſide, 

As though ſome ſpreet, a ſpace had ſpoke to mee: 
With that T had, a friend of myne eſpyde, 

That ſtood farre of, behind a lawrell tree. 

For whom I cal'd, and told him in his eare 

My Muſes tale: but therewithall his eyes 
Bedeaw'd his cheekes, with many a bitter teare, 
her ſorrowe great, that from his heart did riſe. 
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THE WORTHINES 


Oh friend (quoth he) thy. race I ſee ſo ſhort, 
Thou canſt not live, to make of Wales report. 


For firſt behold, how age and thy miſhap, 
Agreed in one, to tread thee under foote: 
Thou waſt long ſince, flong out of Fortunes lap, 


\When youths gay blowmes, forſooke bath braunch and 


roote : 
And left weake age, as bare as barraine ſtocke, 
That neither fruite, nor leaves will growe upon : 
Can feeble bones, abide the ſturdie ſnocke 
Of fortunes force, when youthfull ſtrength is gon 


* 
* 


And if good chaunce, in youth hath fled from thee, 


Be ſure in age, thou canſt not happie bee. 


Tis hap that muſt, maintaine thy coſt and charge, 


By ſome ſuch meane, as great good turnes are gote : 


Els walke or ride, abroade the worlde at large, 
And yet great mynd, but makes old age to dote. 
Thy travaile paſt, ſhewes what may after fall, 
Long journeys breedes, diſeaſe and ſickneſſe oft: 
Thou haſt not health, nor wiſhed wealth at call, 
That glads the heart, and makes men looke aloft, 
No ſorer ſnib, nor nothing nips ſo neere, 

As tecle much want, yet ſnewe a merrie cheere. 


My newfound friend, no ſooner this had ſayd, 


(Which tryall knowes, both true and words of weight) | 


But that my mynd, from travaile long was ſtayd, 


Save that I tooke, in hand a journey ſtreight, 
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To Breakenoke towne, whoſe ſeate ance throughly 
pend, 

(With ſome ſuch notes, as ſeaſon ſerves therefore) 

Where all the reſt, of toyle ſhould make an end, 

Sith aged limmes, might travaile Wales no more. 

Right ſorie ſure, I can no further go, 

Content perforce, fith hap will have it ſo. 


dome men begin, to build a goodly ſeate, 

And frames a worke, of timber bigge and large: 

Yet long before, the workmanſhip be greate, 

Another comes, and takes that plot in charge, 

Men may not doe, no more then God permits, 

The mynd it thinkes, great things to bring to paſſe : 
But common courſe, fo ſoune orecomes the wits, 

In peeces lyes, mans ſtate like broken glaſſe. 

We purpoſe much, but little power we finde, 

With good ſuceeſſe, to anſwer mightie minde. 


Well, that diſcourſe, let goe as matter paſt, 
To Breakenoke now, my pen and mule are preſt: 
And ſith that ſoyle, and towne ſhall be the laſt, 
That here I meane, to touch of all the reſt, 
In briefeſt ſort, it ſhall be written out: 
Yet with ſuch words, as carries credit ſtill, 
As other works, in world can breede no dout : 
do this ſmall peece, ſhall ſhewe my great good will, 
That tor farewell, to worthie Wales I make, 
That followes here, before my leave I take. 
CESS: 7 
0 HAPPIE princely ſoyle, my pen is farre to bace, 
My muſe but ſerves in ſted of foyle, to give a jewell grace; 
K 2 My 
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68 THE WORTHINES 


My bare invention cold, and barraine verſes vaine, 

When they thy glory ſhould untold, they do thy countrie ſtaine. 
Thy worth ſome worthie may, ſet out in golden lines, 

And blaze the ſame, with colors gay, whoſe gliſtring beautie ſhines, 
My boldneſſe was to great, to take the charge in hand, 

With waſted wits the braines to beat, to write on ſuch a land: 
Whoſe people may compare, in high'ſt degree of praiſe, 

With any now alive that are, or were in elders daies. 

Thy townes and caſtles fayre, ſo bravely ſtand in deede, 

They ſhould their honour much apayre, if they my verſes neede. 
A writers rurall rime, doth hinder thy good name: 

For verſe butentertaines the tyme, with toyes that fancies frame, 
With Tullies ſugred tongue, or Virgils ſharpe engine, 

Thy rare renowne ſhould ſtill be rong, or ſung in verſe devine, 

A ſimple poets pen, but blots white paper ſtill, 

And blurres the brute and praiſe of men, tor want of cunningquill, 
It Ovids ſkill I had, or could like Homer write, 

Or Dant would make my muſes glad, to pleaſe the worlds delite, 


Or Chau ſer lent me in theſe dates, ſome of his learned tales, 


As Petrarke did his Lawra praiſe, ſo would I ſpeak of Wales, 

But all to late I crave, tor knowledge wit and fence : 

For locke what gifts the Gods then gave, they tooke them al from 
hence, | 

And left us nought but bookes, to ſtare and pore upon, 

On which perchaunce blind bayard lookes, when ſkill and fight 1s 
gon. : 

Our former age did floe, with grace and learned lore, 


Then farre behind they come I troe, that firive to run before. 


We muſt goe lagging on, as legges and limmes were lame, 
And though long ſince the gole was gon, and wit hath won the game, 


We ſhall have roume to play, and tyme and place withall, 

To looke, to reade, to write and ſay, what ſhall in tancie fall. 

But woe 1s me the while, that overweenes in want, 

When world may at my boidncs ſmile, to fee my 1kil! ſo ſcant. 
Yet 
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Yet write in countries praiſe, that I cannot ſet out, 

And ſtands diſcourag'd many waies, to travaile Wales about. 

Yet take now well in worth, the works I have begun, 

] can no further thing ſet. foorth, my dates are almoſt dun: 

As candle cleere doth burne, to ſocket in ſmall tyme, 

So age to earth muſt needes returne, when youth hath paſt his 
pryme. 


29. 


Now Breakenoke Shiere, as falleth to thy lot, 
In place a peere, thou art not ſure forgot: 
Nor written of ſo much as I defire : 

For ſickneſſe long, made bodie ſoone retyre 
Unto the towne where it was borne and bred, 
And where perhaps, on turffe muſt lye my hed, 
\When labors all, ſhall reape a grave for reſt, 
And filent death, ſhall quiet troubled breſt: 
Then as I now, have ſomewhat ſayd on thee, 
50 ſhall ſome friend, haue tyme to write on mee, 
Whoſe reſtleſſe muſe and wearle waking minde, 
To pleaſure world, did oft great leaſure finde: 
And who rejoyſt, and tooke a great delight, 
For knowledge ſake, to ſtudie reade and write. 
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The Towne and Church of Breakenoke. 


HE towne is huilt, as im a pit it were, 
By water fide, all lapt about with hill: 
You may behold a-ruinous caſtle there, | 


Somewhat defaſte, the walles yet ſtandeth ſtill. 
Maier Cam Small narrowe ſtreates, through all the towne ye have, 
dwelles here. EE > | 
Yet in the ſame, are ſondrie houſes brave: 
Doctor Awberie N- : 
'ell built 
hath a houſc „ 15 5 N 
here. With ſweete proſpect, that ſhall your favour win. 


without, yea trim and fayre within, 


The river Oſke, and Hondie runnes thereby, 


Fower bridges good, of ſtone ſtands ore each ſtreame: 


The greateſt bridge, doth to the colledge lye, 

A free houſe once, where many a rotten beame 
Hath bene ot late, through age and trackt of tyme : 
Which biſhop now, refourmes with ſtone and lyme. 
Had it not bene, with charge repayrd in haſte, 
That houſe and ſeate, had ſurely gon to waſte, 


Two churches doth, belong unto this towne, 

One ſtands on hill, where once a priorie was ; 

Which chaung'd the name, when abbyes were put 
| downe, | 

But now the ſame, for parriſh church doth paſſe. 

Another place, for morning prayer is, 
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Built in this church, a tombe or two I find, 
That worthie is, in briefe to bring to minde. 


Three couple lyes, one ore the others head, The auncient 
Along in tombe, and all one race and lyne: houls. of In 
And to be plaine, two couple lyeth dead, 

The third likewiſe, as deſtnie ſhall aſſyne, 

Shall lye on top, right ore the other twaine: 
Their pictures now, all readie there remaine, 

In ſigne when God appoynts the terme and date, 
All fleſh and blood muſt yeeld to mortall fate. 


Theſe are in deede, the auncient race of Gams, 

A houſe and blood, that long rich armes doth give: 
And now in Wales, are many of their names, 

That keepes great trayne, and doth full bravely live. 
The eldeſt ſonne, and chiefeſt of that race, 

Doth beare in armes, a ramping lyon crownd, 

And three ſpeare heads, and three red cocks in place. 
A dragons head, all greene therein is found: 

And in his mouth, a red and bloodie hand, = 

zm this and more, upon the tombe doth ſtand, 


Three fayre boyes heads, and every one of thoſe The armes of 
A ſerpent hath cloſe lapt about his necke: RR Ones 
A great white bucke, and as you may ſuppoſe, 
Right ore the ſame, (which doth it trimly decke) 
A crowne there is, that makes a goodly ſhoe, 
A lyon blacke, and three bulles heads I troe : 
Phree flowerdeluce, all freſh and whitethey were, 
Two ſwords, two crownes, with fayre long crofle is 
there. 


Three 


* * Dat. 46: — 
» 9 
3 3 


' — r 4 _ 
* - bg — * * 5 * 7 2 7 2 * bs. # bee p 4 * U * LJ * 
Þ Ar) 0 F "5 l »4 * 8 1 . + A 4 op Y 7 2 
CCR TT NESS DEER, \ 8 1 8 3 5 . 
, | f . | 2 
9 3 1 = * s — 


72 


The armes of 
one Waters, 


His name was 
Reynold De- 
dreos. 


THE WORTHINES 


Three bats, whoſe wings were ſpreaded all at large, 
And three white barres were in theſe armes likewiſe: 
Let harrolds now, to whom belongs that charge, 
Deſeribe theſe things, for me this may ſuffiſe. 

Yet further now, I forced am to goe, 

Of ſererall men, ſome other armes to ſhoe. 

Within that church, there lyes beneath the quere, 
Theſe perſons two, whoſe names now ſhall ye heare. 


In tombe of ſtone, full fayre and finely wrought, 


One Waters lyes, with wife faſt by his fide : 


Ot ſome great ſtocke, theſe couple may be thought, 
As by their armes, on tombe may well be tride. 
Full at his feete, a goodly greyhound lyes, 

And at his head there is before your eyes 

Three libbarts heads, three cups, two eagles ſplayd, 
A tayre red croile : and further to be ſayd. 


A lyon blacke, a ſerpent fircely made, 

With tayle wound up: theſe armes thus endeth ſo, 
Croſſe legg'd by him, as was the auncient trade, 
Debreos lyes, in picture as I troe, 

Of moſt hard wood : which wood as divers fay 

No worme can eat, nor tyme can wear away: 

A couching hound, as harrolds thought full meete, 
In wood likewiſe, lyes underneath his feete: 


Tuſt by the ſame, Meredith Thomas lyes, 

Who had great grace, great wit and worſhip both, 
And world him thought, both happie bleſt and wile, 
A man that lov'd, good juſtice faith and troth. 
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Right ore this tombe, of ſtone, to his great fame, 


Good ſtore in deede of Latin verſes are, 


And every verſe, ſet foorth in ſuch good frame, 


That truely doth his life and death declare. 
This man was likt, for many graces good 


That he poſſeſt, beſides his birth and blood, 
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Nor 
I iſt 


Somewhat of ſome Rivers and Waters, > : 
| 2 5 at 


So hi 


He f« 


ene F other things, as farre as knowledge goes, 
1 Now muſt I write, to furniſn foorth this booke; | 
Portthamwell, Some ſhieres doe part at Waters, tryall ſhowes 
There, who ſo liſt upon the ſame to looke. 
Dulace doth runne, along unto the Hay, 
Maiſter Robert So Hartford ſhiere, from Breakenoke parteth there, 
1 Breenick Deelyes, Thlanenny as they ſay 
the heirs of the At Tawllgath meetes, ſo into Wye they beare ; 
204 ary From Arthurs hill, Tytarell runnes apace, 


and a parke at And into Oſke and Breakenoke runnes his race, 
Portthamwell, | 


Nere Breaknoke towne, there is a mountaine hye, 

Which ſhewes ſo huge, it is full hard to clime : 

The mountaine ſeemes ſo monſtrous to the eye, 
Vet thouſands doe repayre to that ſometime, 

And they that ſtand, right on the top ſhal ſee 

A wonder great, as people doe report : 

W hich common brute, and ſaying true may bee, 

But fince in deede, I did not there reſort, 

I write no more, then world will witneſſe well: 

Let them that pleaſe, of thoſe ſtraunge wonders tell 


What is ſet downe, J have it ſurely ſeene, 
As one that toyld and travayld for the troth : 
I will not ſay, ſuch things are as I weene, 


And frame a verſe, as common voyces goeth. 
| Not 
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Nor yet to pleaſe the humors of ſome men, 

I iſt not ſtretch, nor racke my termes awry : 

My muſe will not ſo farre abuſe the pen, 

That writer ſhall gayne any blot thereby: 

So he have thanke in uſing ydle quill, 

He ſeekes no more for paines and great good will. 
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Ludloe Towne, Church and Caſtle, 


"HE towne doth ſtand moſt part upon an hill, 


es of Built well and fayre, with ſtreates both large 


. and wide: 

altl< itreatre, ; 
Broad ſtreate. The houſes ſuch, where ſtraungers lodge at will. 
Old itreate. And As long as there the councell liſts abide, 


the Mill &reate, y 
Both fine and cleane the ſtreates are all throughout, 
With condits cleere, and wholeſome water ſprings ; 
And who that liſts to walke the towne about, 


A fayre houſe by Shall finde therein ſome rare and pleaſant things: 
fne gate of the : 
But chiefly there the ayre ſo ſweete you have, 


making of Ju- 
Ace Walter. As in no place ye can no better crave, 


Next this is 
_— 3 *. The market houſe, where corne and cates are ſold, 
Maiſter Sack- Ts covered ore, and kept in fineſt ſort: 

fords which he _. A 

did-buyis, and a From which ye ſhall, the caſtle well behold, 


Jeyre houſe that And to which walke, doe many men reſort. 
Maiſter Secreta- : : 
rie Foxe did be- On every fide thereof fayre houſes are, 


Rowe great That makes a ſhewe, to pleaſe both mynd and eye: 


charges on, and 
2 houſe that The church nere that, where monuments full rare 


Maiſter Berrie . 4 : F : 
in. There is, (wherein doth ſondrie people lye) 
M. Townes-end My pen ſnall touch, becauſe the notes I finde 
hath a fay re s 
houſe at Saint 40 
Auſtins once a 
frierie. , CY : 4: 
The Lord Prei. Within the quere, there 1s a ladie layd 
dent Sir it In tombe moſt rich, the top of fayre touchſtone: 
Sidneys daugh- , : 9 

tf Im. There was beſtow'd in honour of this mayd, 


ter, called Am- | 
brofia, is en- Great coſt and charge, the trueth may well be knowne. 
tombed here in 2 For 


moſt braveſt ma» 
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For as the tombe, is built in ſumptuous guiſe, 
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ner and great 
chargeable 
work manſhip on 
tne right hand 
of the aulter, 
On the ſame ig 
my Lord of War. 
wicks armes ex- 
celently wrought 
and my Lord 
Preſidents armes 
znd others, are 
in like fort there 


go to the ſame, a cloſet fayre is wrought, 

Where lords may fit in ſtately ſolemne wiſe, 

As though it were a fine device of thought, 

To beautifie both tombe and every part 
Of that fayre worke, that there is made by arte. 


Againſt that tombe, full on the other hide, 


A knight doth lye, that Juſtice Towneſend hight : richly ſer out. 
His wife likewiſe, ſo ſoone as that ſhe dyed, Sir Robert 
Townes-end 


In this rich tombe, was buryed by this knight : knight lyes in a 
marvelous fayre 


And trueth to tell, Dame Alice was her name, tms 
An heire in deede, that brought both wealth and land, queere here, and 
x - his wife by him 
And as world ſayth, a worthie vertuous dame, at his fn 
Whoſe auncient armes, in colours there doth ſtand ; red rowbuck, 
And many more, whoſe armes I doe not knowe, 


and a word tout 
en dieu. 
Unto this knight, are joyned all a roe. 


On the left hand 
Hozier lyes in 
the bodie of the 
church. 


Amid the church, a chantrie chappell ſtands, 
Where Hozier lyes, a man that did much good: 
Beſtow'd great wealth, and gave thereto ſome lands, 
And helpt poore ſoules that in neceſſitie ſtood, 

As many men, are bent to win good will 

By ſome good turne, that they may freely ſhowe : 
80 Hoziers hands, and head were working ſtill: 
For thoſe he did, in det or daunger knowe. 

He ſmyld to ſee, a begger at his doore : 

For all his joye, was to releeve the poore. 


Another man, whoſe name was Cookes for troth, = be an 
OOKes 


Like Hozier was, in all good gifts of grace. lyes. : 
This 
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This 5 was This Cockes did give, great lands and livings both; 


=> mothers fa- For to maintaine, a chauntrie in that place. 
er. i . . 
A yeerely dole, and monthly almes likewiſe 


He ordaynd there, which now the poore doe mis: 


His wife and he, within that chappell lyes, 
Where yet full plaine, the chauntrie ſtanding is : 
Some other things of note there may you ſee 
Within that church, not touched now by mee, 


Beawpy was a Yet Beawpy muſt, be nam'd good reaſon why, 
great ritch apd , ; 
verteous man, For he beſtow'd, great charge before he dyde, 
he made another To helpe poore men, and now his bones doth lye 
chaatrie, 

Full nere the font, upon the foremoſt fide, 

Thus in thoſe dates, the poore was lookt unto, 


The rich was glad, to fling their wealth away: 


In poore mens boxe, who doth his treaſure lay, 
Shall finde againe, ten fold for one he leaves : 
Or els my hope, and knowledge me deceives. 
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T he Caſtle of Ludloe, 


HE caſtle now, I mynd here to ſet out, 

It ſtands right well, and pleaſant to the vewe, 
With ſweete proſpect, yea all the field about. | 
An auncient ſeate, yet many buildings newe Sir Harry Sid- 
Lord preſdent made, to give it greater fame; things here wor- 
But if I muſt, diſcourſe of things as true, ies rw, _ 
There are great works, that now doth beare no name, 
Which were of old, and yet may pleaſure you 
To ſee the ſame : for loe in elders dates 


Was much beſtow'd, that now 1s much to praiſe, 


Prince Arthurs armes, is there well wrought in ſtone, Over a chimney 


, excellently, 
(A worthie worke, that fewe-or none may mend) wrought » the 
This worke not ſuch, that it may paſſe alone: beſt chamber, 18 
. : S. Androwes 
For as the tyme, did alwates people ſend Croſſe joyned to 


Prince Arthurs 
| : armes in thehall 
So ſondrie forts of works are in that ſeate, windowe. 


To world, that might exceede in wit and ſpreete: 


That for ſo hye a ſtately place 1s meete : 

Which ſhewes this day, the workmanſhip is greate. 
Looke on my lords, and ſpeak your fancies throw, 
And you will praiſe, fayre Ludloe caſtle now. 


In it beſides, (the works are here unnam'd) 

A chappell is, moſt trim and coſtly ſure, 

So bravely wrought, ſo fayre and finely fram'd, 
That to worlds end, the beautie may endure. 
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All that followes 


are armes of 


princes and no- 


blemen. 
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About the ſame, are armes in colours itch, 
As fewe can ſhewe, in any ſoyle or place : 


A great device, a worke moſt rare and ritch : 


Which truely ſhewes, the armes, the blood and race 
Ot ſondrie kings, but chiefly noble men, 
That here in proſe, I will ſet out with pen. 


Sir Walter Lacie was firſt owner of Ludloe caſtle, 
whoſe armes are there, and ſo followes the reſt by or. 
der as you may reade. 

Jeffrey Genyuile, did match with Lacie. 

Roger Mortymer the firſt earle of Martchy an earle 
of a great houſe matcht with Genyulle, 

Leonell Duke of Clarence joyned with Ulfter | in 
armes. 

Edmond Earl of Marchy matched with Clarence, 

Richard Earle of Cambridge matcht with the Earle 
of Marchy. 

Richard Duke of Yorke matcht with Weſimer- 
land. | 

Edward the fourth matcht with Wodvile of Rivers, 


Henry the ſeventh matcht with Elizabeth vight 


heire of England. 


Henry the eight matcht with the Marqueſe of Pen- 


broke. 


Theſe are the greateſt firſt to be named that ate 


ſet out worthely as they were of dignitie and birth, 
Noa follogues the reft of thoſe that were Lord Preſidents, 
and others whoſe armes are in the ſame chappell. 


William Smith Biſhop of Lincolne was the firll 


Lord Preſident of Wales in Prince Arthurs daies. 
Jeſſrey 


Lord 
N. 


ſiden 


wot 
G 
Pre ſi 


Face 


caſtle, 
y or. 
1 Earle 
ſter in 


ence. 
Earle 


ſtmer 


 1vers, 


vight 


Pen- 


at are 


irth. 
Fonts, 
. 


e firſt 


eſfrey 


| and the three ſhieres of Eaſtwales, 
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Jeffrey Blythe Biſhoppe of Coventrie and Litch- 
field Lord Preſident. | 
Rowland Lee Biſhoppe of Coventrie and Litchfield 
Lord Preſident. 
Jhon Veſſie Biſhop of Exeter Lord Preſident. 
Richard Sampſon Biſhop of Coventrie and Litch- 
field Lord Preſident. 
John Dudley Earle of Warwick (after Duke of 
Northumberland) Lord Prefident. 
Sir William Harbert (after Earle of Penbroke) 
Lord Preſident, | 
Nicholas Heath Biſhop of Worceſter Lord Pre- 
ſident. 2 | 
Sir William Harbert once againe Lord Preſident. 
Gilbert Browne Biſhop of Bathe and Welles Lord 
Pre ſident. | 
Lord Williams of Tame Lord Preſident. 
Sir Harry Sidney Lord Preſident, 
Sir Andrew Corbret knight, Vicepreſident. 
There are two blancks left without armes. 
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Sir Thomas Dynam Knight, is mentioned there to 


« | 


doe ſome great good act. 
John Scory Biſhop of Hartford, 
Nicholas Bullingham, biſhop of Worceſter, 


-= — 
n 
2 N. * 


Nicholas Robinſon, Biſhop of Bangore. 

Richard Davies, Biſhop of Saint Davies. 

Thomas Davies, Biſhop of Saint Aſſaph. 

Sir James Crofts knight, controller. 

Sir John Throgmorton knight, Juſtice of Cheſter 


our Hugh Cholmley knight. | 
M Sir 


Whitehall neere ly and cunningly ſet out in the chappell. 
unto Begydlie in 


in the county of 
Radnor. 


e 82 r HEINE S 

00 Sir Nicholas Arnold knight. | Th 
[ill | Sir George Bromley knight, and Juſtice of the M Lord 
HINT. | three ſhieres in Wales, | | che E. 
| | William Gerrard, Lord Chauncellor of Ireland, and MW Sir H 
17:11 Juſtice of the three ſhieres in Southwales, on th: 
K — 14 Charles Foxe eſquier and ſecretorie. | are tl 
i lf Wh Ellice Price Doctor of the Lawe. red ly 
| 1 Edward Leighton eſquier. 

# 1.811 Richard Seborne eſquier. | At 
BHI Richard Pates eſquier. eevice 
„ Rafe Barton eſquier. from! 
MIN George Phety place eſquier. 

| | x 1 William Leighton eſquier. | T'h 
A» comes ſeventeen Myles Sands eſquier. beigh 
| 1) ih . PEE Phe armes of al theſe afore ſ poken of are gallant- 


Now is to be rehearſed, that Sir Harry Sidney be. 
ing Lord Preſident buylt twelve roumes in the ſayd 
caſtle, which goodly buildings doth ſhewe a great 
beautie to the ſame. 


He made alſo a goodly wardrope underneath the 
new parlor, and repayred an old tower, called Morty- | 
The foreſt of mers tower, to keepe the auncient records in the ſame; 
Brenwood is and he repayred a fayre roume under the court houſe, 
weſt from the 


towne. to the ſame entent and purpoſe, and made a great | 


1 wall about the woodyard, and built a moſt brave con- 


Ockley Parkes dit within the inner court: and all the newe buildings 
ſtands not farre 


from thence. Over the gate Sir Harrry Sidney (in his daies and go— 
vernement there) made and ſet out to the honour of 
the queene and glorie of the caſtle. 
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There are in a goodly or ſtately place ſet out my 
Lord Earl of Warwicks armes, the Earle of Darbie, 
the Earle of Worceſter, the Earle of Penbroke and 
Sir Harry Sidneys armes in like maner : al theſe ſtand 
on the left hand of the chamber. On the other fide 
are the armes of Northwales and Southwales, two 
red lyons and two golden lyons, Prince Arthurs. 


At the end of the dyning chamber, there is a pretty , gericę of ha 
device how the hedgehog brake the chayne, and came Lord Preſidents, 


from Ireland to Ludloe, 


There is in the hall a great grate of iron of a huge 
height: ſo much is written only of the caſtle, 


M 2 | The 
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84 THE WORTHINE S. 


The Towne of Ludloe, and many good Gifts graunted 


to the fame. 


TL ING Edward fourth, for ſervice truely done, 
He gave great When Henry ſixt, and he had mortall warre : 
poſſeſſions, large : 8 
44. No ſooner he, by force the victorie wone, 
ns But with great things, the towne he did prefarre. 
them Vith . . 
many goodly Gave lands thereto, and libertie full large, 
treedomes. Which royall gifts, his bountie did declare, 

And dayly doth mainteyne the townes great charge: 

Whoſe people now, 1n as great freedom are, 

As any men, under this rule and crowne, 
That towne 


hath bin well That lives and dwels, in citie or in towne, 


governed a long | 
while with two , | 

bayliefes twelve Two bayliefes rules, one yeere the towne throughout, 
aldermen, and Twelve aldermen they have therein likewiſe : 


five and thirtie 
commoners, a Who doth beare ſway, as turne doth come about, 


recorcergnd 2 Who choſen are, by oth and auncient guiſe, 


town clarke aſ- 
ſiſtant to the Good laws they have, and open place to pleade, 


ſayd Baylictes : 3 * a ; 
by judiciall In ample ſort, for right and juſtice ſake : _ 
courſe of lawe A preacher too, that dayly there doth reade, 


weekely, in as : : 
Lig and ample A ſchoolemaſter, that doth good ſchollers make. 


maner for their And for the queere, are boyes brought up to ling, 
triall betweene : 

partie and par- And to ſerve God, and doe none other thing. 

tie, as any cittie | 

or borrowe of : X : : 
England hath, Three tymes a day, in church good ſaryice is, 


At ſixe o'clocke, at nine, and then at three: 
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In which due howers, a ſtraunger ſhall not mis, 
But ſondrie ſorts, of people there to ſee, 

And thirtie three, poore perſons they maintaine, 
Who weekely have, both money, almes and ayde: 
Their lodging free, and further to be plaine, 


Still once a weeke, the poore are truely payde : 


Which ſhewes great grace, and goodneſſe in that ſeate, 
Where rich doth ſee, the poore ſhall want no meate. 


An hoſpitall, there hath bene long of old, 

And many things, pertayning to the ſame : 

A goodly Guyld, the townſhip did uphold, 

By Edwards gift, a king of worthie fame. 

This towne doth chooſe, two burgeſſes alwaies 

For parliament, the cuſtome ſtill is ſo : 

Two fayres a yeere, they have on ſeverall daies, 
Three markets kept, but Monday chiefe I troe : 
And two great parkes, there are full neere the towne, 
But thoſe of right, pertaine unto the crowne. 


Theſe things rehearſt, makes Ludloe honord mitch, 
und world to thinke, it is an auncient ſeate: 

Where many men, both warthie wife and ritch 
Were borne and bred, and came to credit great. 

Our auncient kings, and princes there did reſt, 
Where now tulloft, the preſdent dwels a ſpace : 
It ſtands for Wales, moſt apt, moſt fit and belt, 
And neereſt to, at hand of any place: 
Wherefore I thought, it good before I end, 
Within this booke, this matter ſhould be pend. 


The poore have 


\weete lodgings 
each one a part 
to himſelfe, 


An hoſpitall 
called S. Jones. 


A Guyld that 
King Edward 
(by letters pat- 
tents) gave to 
the bayliefs and 


burgeſies of the 


towne. 

The aJdermen 
are juſtices of 
the peace for the 
time being. 
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THE WOKTHINES 


The reſt of townes, that in Shropſhiere you have, 
I neede not touch, they are ſo throughly knowne : 
And further more, I knowe they cannot crave 

To be of Wales, how ever brute be blowne. 

So wiſhing well, as duetie doth me binde, 

To one and all, as farre as power may goe, 

I knit up here, as one that doth not minde 

Of native ſoyle, no further now to ſhowe. 

So ceaſe my muſe, let pen and paper pauſe, 

Till thou art calde, to write of other cauſe. 
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An Introduction to remember Shropſhiere. 


[- OW hath thy muſe ſo long bene luld a fleepe ? 
LX What deadly drinke, hath ſence in ſlumber 
brought ? | 
Doth poyſon cold, through blood and boſome creepe ? 
Or is of ſpite, ſome charme by witchcraft wrought, A device of the 


EIT | ir feeli ite? author called 
That vitall ſpreetes, hath loſt their feeling quite „ 
ing. 


| 


Or is the hand, ſo weake it cannot write? 
Come ydle man, and ſhewe ſome honeſt cauſe, 
Why writers pen makes now ſo great a pauſe. 


2 „ 2 — — 


Can Wales be nam'de, and Shopſhiere be forgote, 

The marſhes muſt, make muſter with the reſt: 

Shall Sallop ſay, their countreyman doth dote, 

To treate of things, and write what thinks him beſt, 
No ſure ſuch fault, were double error plaine, 

Ii in thy pen be any poets vayne, 

Or gifts of grace, from ſkies did drop on thee, 

Than Shiewſebrie towne, thereof firſt cauſe muſt bee. 


Both borne and bred, in that ſame ſeate thou waſt, 
_— The author 1 
(0! race right good, or els records do lye) borne in Y 


| y hrewſeburie, | . 
From whence to ſchoole, where ever Churchyard paſt, 5 | 
| 
' 
| 


* 1 . 
e a 1 i ICS 78 
9 1 v Se Oc a” " * 
n As 


4 - - LT - 
5 2 wy : 
8 1 . 2 n — A po 
T 0 + - - — 
— . : - * 22 - 2 6 . 
* — 1 - > - 7 - 
5 1 * * . " 1 Ld * 
4 5 —_—— d , q * I ; 8 2 KY 4 
— — r - Lo hes nd ve 1 _ q — 8 =p 4 N > I, 1 By - — — I PX 
__—_ x N * — uM P a - * — — * 2 == — — * Y 
— ae ; 6 . 7 — 4 * - — * SIP * — . — — — * — 2 pa * © oo px ww , als 
— 288 - * , mt 1 : — J Ts — — — - y - — " 2 py "i xd es oF Wi ed 4 2 D 8 
22. — « . — * - ox r r En. 2 — 5 = XI: - x5 r hs ths 
i —_—_—— 4 - . ay wo, " WD. & 5. 7 . : lf — a. — * FS 
— n * r 2 g > © TL . 2 0 LEN 
. „ , * S 8 _—_— 8 * n 2 n « = 0 
h — p Fe 23 2 * . bf B Z 
. Y o \ 
8 * . N al —_- - * 
= \ ” - 


— 
_ 

—_——— . 2 

& AR 


A 
— — 
r e r 
. OE 1 Co OT 1 OY 
” on —_ 


4 Jo native ſoyle, he ought to have an eye, 
11 ; 
dpeake well of all, and write what world may prove, 
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Let nothing goe, beyond thy countries love : 


Wales 


: 2x 
MP 


es 


Shrowſoburi 
the marihes of 


W aics. 


THE WORTHINES 


Wales once it was, and yet to mend thy tale, 
Make Wales the parke, and plaine Shropſhiere the 
pale, 


If pale be not, a ſpeciall peece of parke, 

Sit lent now, and neither write nor ſpeake : 

But leave out pale, and thou mayſt miſſe the marke, 
Thy muſe would hit, or els thy ſhaft may breake 


Reaſons threat- Againſt a ſtone, thou thinkſt to glance upon. 


ning is done. 


The privie 
blowes that rea- 


ſon gives. 


For feare of 


Now weigh theſe words, my chorliſh check is gon, 
More gentle ſpeech, hereafter may I ſpend, 
When that in verſe, I ſee thy countrie pend. 


W hen reaſons threat, had rapt me on the pate, 
With privie blowes, that never drawes no blood) 
To ſtudie ſtreight, with pen and ynke I gate, 
And ſadly there, bethought me what was good. 
But ere the locke, and doore was bolted faſt, 
Ten thouſand toyes, in head through fancie paſt, 
And twentie more, conceyts came rouling on, 
That were too long, to talke and treat upon. 


Wherefore in briefe, I ſettled pen to worke, 


For feare leaſt world, found fault with flouthfull mule: 


lame houthfull And calling up, the ſpreetes that cloſe did lurke 


tren are well oc- 


CUPLEU, 


In cloke of eaſe, that would good wits abuſe. 
I held on way, to auncient Shrewſebrie towne, 
And fo from horſe, at lodging lighting downe, 


I walkt the ſtreates, and markt what came to e, 
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Found old things dead, as world were made a ne we. 
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For buildings gay, and gallant finely wrought, 0s — 
Had old device, through time fupplanted cleane: pluſh. 

Some houſes bare, that ſeem'd to be worth nought, 

Were fat within, that outward looked leane : 

Wit had won wealth, to ſtuffe each emptie place, 

The cunning head, and labouring hand had grace 

To gayne and keepe, and lay up ſtill in ſtore, 


As man might ſay, the heart could wiſh no more, 


A number ſure, were ritch become of late, Labour reapes 
By worldly meanes, by hap or wifedomes arte : W 

He had no praiſe, that did apayre his ſtate, 

And he moſt lawde, that playd the wiſeſt parte. 

To come by goods, well won with honeſt trade, 

And warely looke, there were no havock made : 

Such thriftie men, doe dwell in Shrewſebrie now, 

That all the towne is full of marchants throw. 
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And ſondrie borne, of right good race and blood, = Manywellborae [if 
V : - and rich in 771 
Who freely lives, from bondage every way: Shrewſeburie. 1 i 1 
Whoſe rent and lands, whoſe wealth and worldly good, Ne 3: almes £4 
l outes in 1 

(When other works, gives them free leave to play) Shrewſeburie, 4 
Moſt part are ritch, or els right well to live, 2 11 
; ; there mainteyn- #79 
And to the poore, the godly people give : ed in old time. "| 1 
To preaching ſtill, repayres both young and old, 11 
Makes more thereef, then of ritch pearle or gold. 1 


Now come to poynts, and rules of civill men,  Shrewſeburie 
Good maner calde, that ſhewes good nature ſtill: ee e 

HT: like in courteſie. 
And fo with Wales, ye may compure them then, 


The meaneſt fort, I meane of flendreſt ſkill, | 
N For 
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Fayre wordes For as ſome whelpes, that are of gentle kinde, 
and reverence 18 E F 4 . . 
a common thing Exceedes curre dogges, that beares a doggiſh minde ; 


there, So theſe meeke folke, that meetes you in the ſtreete, 
Will curchie make, or ſhewes an humble ſpreete. 


Good nature and This argues ſure, they have in Wales bin bred, 
good maners 


ſhewes good 
mynds. 


Or well brought up, and taught where now they dwell: 
It haughtie heart, be ſpyde by loftie hed, 

And curteous folkes, by lookes are knowne full well: 
Me thinkes the myld, wins all good will away, 
* The ſturdie ſtands, like ſtagge or bucke at bay: 


red then em- The tame white dove, and faulkon for delytes, 
braced. Are better farre, than fifteene hundred kytes. 


Many of Wales My theame is Wales, and to that theame I goe, 


wealthie menin . 
Shrew ſeburie. Perhaps ſome ſeede, of that ſame ſoyle is here: 


Sowne in ſuch ſort, that dayly it doth growe 

In fayreſt tourme, to furniſh forth this ſhiere. 
Admit the fame, the ſequell graunts it well, 
Paſſe that diſcourſe, and give me leave to tell 
How Shrewſebrie ſtands, and of the caſtles ſeate, 
The river large, and ſtonie bridge ſo greate. 


A deepe device The towne three parts, ſtands in a valley loe, 
tne foundation 


vt Shrewſ{:burie. 


Three gates there are, through which you needes mul. 
paſſe, | 
As to the height, of towne the people goe : _ 


The caſtle built So caſtle teemes, as twere a looking glaſſe, 
in ſuc.: a brave 
plot, that it | 
could have eſpy- 'Treangle wiſe, the gates and towne doth drawe : 
ed a byrd flying 5 : | : 

in every ſtreate. But caſtle hill, ſpyes out each ſtreate ſo plaine, 


Fo looke through all, and hold them all in awe, 


As though an eye, on them did (till remaine. 


In 
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jn midſt of towne, fower pariſh churches are, A matter to be 
Full nere and cloſe, together note that right : W 

The vewe farre of, is wondrous ſtraunge and rare, 

For they doe ſeeme, a true love knot to fight : 


They ſtand on hill, as nature wrought a ſeate, A knightlyes 

To place them fower, in ſtately beautie greate: 3 
, aries 18 

As men devout, to buyld theſe works tooke care, name is Ley- 

So in theſe daies, theſe temples famous are. borne, 

Firſt for the cauſe, whereon they ſo were made, ot head 

Then for their fourme, and faſhion framed fine: churches. 


Next for the coſt, the ſtones and auncient trade, 

And chiefe of all, for mans intent devine. 

Their placing thus, the plots whereon they ſtand, 

The workmanſhip, with cunning maſons hand : 

Their height and breadth, the length and thickneſſe 
both, 

Argues in deede, a wondrous worke of troth. 


+ 
Fi 


[ * y | — 
Not farre from them, doth goodly Sevarne run, or the river of 
An arme of ſea, a water large and deepe : Sevarne, 


pe: 4 
& 4 FITS 


e. f 


Whoſe headſtrong ſtreame, the fiſher can not ſhun, 


— * 4 If 


Except by banke, both bote and he doth creepe. 'F 
This river runs, to many a noble towne, | "> | 
As Wyſter one, and Briſtowe of renowne : 
With moe beſides, which here I neede not name, | 
The card can ſhewe, both them and all their fame. 3 
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About the walles, trim under goodly banks 
b 8 J. A notable river, 


Noth Sevarne paſſe, and comes by Cotten hill: called Sevarn, 


\ a , running under 
Much praiſe they had, and purchaſt many thanks, "ee bridges 


That at Stonebridge, made place for many a mill. of ſtone, 
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About the towne, this water may be brought, 

If that a way, were nere the caitle wrought : 

So caſtle ſhould, ſtand like a peereles mount, 
And Shrewſebrie towne, be had in great account. 


There is a bridge Full from Welſhbrid ve, along by meddowes greene, 


called Welſh- 


bridge, which The river runs, molt fayrè and fine to vewe : 
ſhewes Strewſe-g ch fruitfall ground, as this is ſeldome ſeene 
Wales, In many parts, if that I heare be true. 
Yet each man knowes, that graſſe is in his pride, 
And ayre is freſh, by every rivers fide: 
But ſure this plot, doth farre ſurpaſle the reſt, 
That by good lot, is not with graces bleſt. 
The calle Who hath defire, to vewe both hill and vale, 
though old and 


ruynare ſtands Walke up old wall, of caſtle rude and bare, 


t brav N 
moſt brave and And he (aj ſee, ſuch pleaſure ſet to ſale, 
gallantly. 


In kindly ſort, as though ſome marchants ware 

Where ſet in ſhop, to pleaſe the paſſer by: 

Or els by ſhewe, beguyld the gazers eye: 

For looke but downe, along the pleaſant coaſt, 
And he ſhall thinke, his labour is not loſt. 


Maiſter Prince One way appcares, Stonebridge and Subbarbs there, 
his houſe ſtand Ee , n | 
enen? Which called is, the Abbey Forehed yet: 


(fo trim and fine- 


of ph . . A long great ſtreate, well builded large and faire, 
W ; In as good ayre, as may be wiſht with wit: 
W here abbey ſtands, and is ſuch ring of belles, 
As is not found, from London unto Welles: 
The ſteeple yer, a gracious pardon findes, 


To bide all blaſts, all wethers ſtormes and windes. 
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Another way, full ore Welſhbridge there 18, 

An auncient ſtreate, cal'd Franckwell many a day: 
To Ozeſtri, the people paſſe through this, 

And unto Wales, it is the reddie way. 

In Subbarbs to, is caſtle Forehed both, 

A ſtreate well pav'd, two ſeverall waies that goeth: 
All this without, and all the towne within, 
When caſtle ſtood, to vewe hath ſubject bin. 


But now doth hold, their freedome of the prince, 
And as is found, in records true unfaynd, 

This trim ſhiere towne, was buylt a great while ſince: 
Whole priviledge, by loyaltie was gaynd. 

Two bayliefes there, doth rule as courſe doth fall, 

In ſtate like mator, and orders good withall : 

Each officer due, that fits for ſtately place, 

Each yeere they have, to yeeld the roume more grace. 


On ſollemne daies, in ſcarlet gownes they goe, 

Good houſe they keepe, as cauſe doth ſerve therefore: 
But Chriſtmas feaſts, compares with all I knowe 
Save London ſure, whoſe ſtate is farre much more. 
That cities charge, makes ſtraungers bluſh to ſee, 
So princely ſtill, it is in each degree: 


But though it beare, a torch beyond the beſt, 


This lanterne light, may ſhine among the reſt. 


This towne with more, fit members for the head, 
Makes London ritch, yet reapes great gayne from 
thence: 
It gives good gold, for elothes and markes of lead, 
And for Welſh ware, exchaungeth Engliſh pence. 
| A toun. 
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Here is the way 
to Meluerly, to 
Wattels Borrow 
where Maiſter 
Leighion 
dwelles, to 
Cawx Caſtle 
Lord Staftords, 
and to Maiſter 
Williams houie 


Aldermen in 
ſcarlet orderly 
in Shrewſeburie 
and two aylieſes 
as richly ſet out 
as any mayor of 
ſome great cities 


Great and coſtly 
banquetting in 
chriſtmas and at 


all ſefiions and 


ſizes, 


A matter of traf- 
fi cke to be noted 


and conſidered of 
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A tountaine head, that many condits ſerve, 
London com- Keepes moyſt drye ſprings, and doth it ſelte preſerve ; 
2 "rom The flowing ſea, to which all rivers run, 

May ſpare ſome ſhewres, to quench the heate of ſun, 


The great muſt So London muſt, like mother to the realme, 

8 che Toall her babes, give milke, give ſucke and pap: 
Small brookes ſu elles up, by force of mightie ſtreame, 

As little things, from greateſt gay nes good hap. 

If Shrewſebrie thrive, and laſt in this good lucke, 

It is not like, to lacke of worldly mucke: 

The trade is great, the towne and ſeate ſtands well, 

Great health they have, in ſuch ſweete ſoyles that 

dwell, 


Thus farre J goe, to prove this Wales in deede, 
Or els at leaſt, the martches of the ſame: 

But further ſpeake, of ſhiere it is no neede, 
Ludloe is ſet out Save Ludloe now, a towne of noble fame: 
after, A goodly ſeate, where oft the councell lyes, 


Where monuments, are found in auncient guyle :. 
Where kings and queenes, in pompe did Jong abyde, 


And where God pleaſde, that good Prince Arthur | 


dyde. 


This towne doth front, on Wales as right as lyne, 
So ſondrie townes, in Shropſhiere doe tor troth : 

Ozeſtrie and Bi- As Ozeſtry, a pretie towne full fine, 

ſhops caſtle doth _ | . : | 5 

front in Wales. Which may be lov'd, be likte and pray ſed both. 
It ſtands fo trim, and is maintayad fo cleane, 


And peepled is, with folke that well doe meane : 


That 


That it 
In each 
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For look 
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That it deſerves, to be enrould and ſhrynd 
In each good breaſt, and every manly mynd. 


The market there, ſo farre exceedes withall, 

As no one towne, comes neere it in ſome ſort: 

For looke what may, be wiſht or had at call, 

It is there found, as market men report. 

For poultrie, foule, of every kind ſomewhat, 

No place can ſhewe, ſo much more cheape then that : 
All kind of cates, that countrie can afford, 

For money there, is bought with one bare word. 


They hacke nat long about the thing they ſell, 

For price is knowne, of each thing that is brought: 
Poore folke God wor, in towne no longer dwell, 
Then money had, perhaps a thing of nought : 

So trudge they home, both barelegge and unſhod, 
With ſong in Welſh, or els in prayſing God: 

O ſweete content, O merrie mynd and mood, 

With ſweat of browes, thou lov'ſt to get thy food. 


O plaine good folke, that have no craftie braines, 
O conſcience cleere, thou knowſt no cunning knacks : 
0 harmleſſe hearts, where feare of God remaines, 
0 imple ſoules, as ſweete as virgin waxe. 
O happie heads, and labouring bodies bleſt, 
0 füllie doves, of holy Abrahams breſt: 
J ! ou ſleepe in peace, and rife in joye and bliſſe, 
For heaven hence, for you prepared is, 


Where 


Of a notable 
market a mar- 
velous matter. 


Poore folkes 
makes fewe 
words in bar- 


gayning. 


The bleſſedneſſe 
of plaine people. 
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A rare report Where ſhall we finde, ſuch dealing now adaies ? 
yet truly siven Where is ſuch cheere, ſo cheape and chaunge of fare? 


8 Ride north and ſouth, and ſearch all beaten wales, 4 07 Shre 
From Barwick bounds, to Venice it you dare, S therein 
And finde the like, that I in Wales have found, long, 
And I ſhall be, your ſlave and bondmen bound. S Subbay 
If Wales be thus, as tryall well ſhall prove, s 2! this 
Take Wales goodwill, and give them neighbours love. 
3 weg To Ludloe now, my muſe muſt needes returne, Had ſi 
you finde Lud- A ſeaſon ſhort, no long diſcourſe doth crave: 1 That 1 
3 Tyme rouleth on, I doe but daylight burne, und ſome; 
And many things, indeede to doe I have. Where pl: 
Looke what great towne, doth front on Wales this Irnere is a 
| hower, | Voth deep 
I minde to touch, God ſparing life and power : JVhere'we 
Not hyerd thereto, but hal'de by harts deſire. ud yet th 
To give them praiſe, whoſe deedes doe fame requite. 
Ferte Folium, 7 ; ſpace bel 
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107 Shrewſebury Churches and the Monuments The author for- 


therein, with a Bridge of Stone two Bowſhot ery eſ- 


long, and a Streate called Colam, being in the 


Subbarbs, and a fayre Bridge there in like maner : 1} 
all this was forgotten in the firſt Copie. i .- 
Ve. | \by 


Had ſuch haſte, in hope to be but briefe, 
That monuments, in churches were forgot: 
ind ſomewhat more, behind the walles as chiefe, 
y pere playes have bin, which is moſt worthie note. 
this Irhere is a ground, newe made theator wiſe, A pleaſant and 
artificiall peece 
Both deepe and hye, in goodly auncient guiſe : of ground, 
Vhere'well may fit, ten thouſand men at eaſe, 
Jud yet the one, the other not diſpleaſe. 
uire. | | 
Y ſpace belowe, to bayt both bull and beare, 
Fr players too, great roume and place at will. 
Jad in the ſame, a cocke pit wondrous feare, 
ades where men, may wraſtle in their fill. 
g ground moſt apt, and they that fits above, 
once in vewe, all this may ſee for love: 
I: Aſtons play, who had beheld this then, Maiſter Aſton 


| A d 
light well have ſeene, there twentie thouſand men, v à £999 an 
| godly preacher, 


Tre Sevarne ſtreame, runs round about this ground, A friery houſe 


e that one fide, is cloſde with Shrewſebrie wall: fiovd by this 
ground called 


ad Sevarne bankes, whoſe beautie doth abound, theWelſh Fryers 
A that ſame ſoyle, behold at will ye ſhall, 
1 Who 
ff 
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In Shrewſeburie Who comes to marke, and note what may be ſeene, 


were three fryer 


houſes, 


Shall ſurely ſee, great pleaſures on this greene : 

Who walkes the bankes, and thinkes his payne not 
greate, 

Shall ſay the towne, is ſure a princely ſeate. 


Without the walles, as Subbarbs buylded bee, 

So doe they ſtand, as armes and legges to towne : 
Each one a ſtreate, doth anſwer in degree, 

And by ſome part, comes Sevarne running downe : 
As though that ſtreame, had mynd to garde them all, 
And as through bridge, this flood doth dayly fall, 
So of freeſtone, three bridges bigge there are, 

All ſtately built, a thing full ſtraunge and rare. 
Then judge by this, and other things a heape, 
They had deepe ſkill, that firſt the founders were: 
Good right they ſhould, the fruite of labour reape, 
Whoſe wit and wealth, did all the charges beare. 

O fathers wiſe, and wits beyond the nicke, 

That had the head, the ſpreetes and ſence ſo quicke: 
O golden age, that car'de not what was ſpent, 

So leaden daies, did ſtand therewith content. 


Gold were thoſe yeeres, that ſparde ſuch filver pence, 
And brazen world, was that which hoorded all: 
The leaden daies, that we have ſaverd ſince, 
Bytes to the bones, and taſteth worſe then gall. 
What newe things now, with frankneſſe well begun, 


Can ſtaine thoſe deedes, our fathers old have done : 
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Great townes they buylt, great churches reard like- 


wiſe, 
Which makes our fame, to fall and theirs to riſe. 


Looke on the works, and wits of former age, 


And our tyme ſhall, come dragging farre behind: 


If both tymes might, be plainly playd on ſtage, 
And old tyme paſt, be truely calde to mind, 
For all our brave, fine glorious buyldings gay, 
Tyme paſt would run, with all the fame away. 
Aſke Oxford that, and Cambridge if it pleaſe, 
In this one poynt, ſhall you reſolve at eaſe, 


In auncient tyme, our elders had defire, 

To buyld their townes, on ſteepe and ftately hill: 
To ſhewe that as, their hearts did fill aſpyre, 

So ſhould their works, declare their worthie will. 
And for that then, the world was full of trite, 
And fewe men ſtood, aflur'd of land or life: 

Such quarrels roſe, about great rule and ſtate, 
That no one ſoyle, was tree from foule debate. 


For which ſharpe cauſe, that dayly bred diſcord, 
They made ſtrong holds, and caſtles of defence : 
And ſuch as weare, the kings the prince and lord 
Of any place, would ſpare for no expence, 

To ſee that fate, that they had hardly won: 


For which ſure poynt, were forts and townes begun : 


And further loe, if people waxed wyld, | 
They brought in feare, by this both man and child. 


O 


>, 


a” 
A briefe dil- 
courſe of aun- 
cient tyme. 


The occaſion of 
' buylIding ſtrong 
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And if men may, judge who had moſt ado, 
Or geſſe by forts, and holds what land was beſt: 


Wales hath a Or look upon, our common quarrels to: 
wonderfull 
number of 
caſtles, Behold but Wales, and note the caſtles there, 


And you ſhall finde, no ſuch works any where: 
So old ſo ſtrong, ſo coſtly and ſo hye, 
Not under ſunne, is to be ſeene with eye. 


And to be plaine, ſo many holds they have, 

As ſure it is, a world to marke them well: 

Pauſe there a while, my muſe muſt pardon crave, 

Pen may not long, upon ſuch matter dwell. 
cation of Now Denbigh comes, to be ſet foorth in verſe, 
Denbighſhiere. Which ſhall both towne, and caſtle here rehearſe : 

So that the verſe, ſuch credit may attayne, 

As writer ſhall, not loſe no peece of payne. 


Or ſearch what made, men ſeeke for peace and reſt, 
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An Introduction to bring in Denbighſhiere. 


ATH ſlouth and ſleepe, bewitcht my ſences ſo, 4 conceyted toy 
That head cannot, awake the ydle hand: wy pee, 
Is frendly muſe, become ſo great a foe, 
That labring pen, in pennor {till ſhall ſtand. 
What trifeling toye, doth trouble writers brayne, 
That earneſt love, forgets ſweete poets vayne : 


Bid welcome mirth, and ſad conceytes adue, 


And fall againe, to write ſome matter newe. 


Let old device, a lanterne be to this, 

To give ſkill light, and make ſound judgement ſee ; 
Since gazing eyes, hath ſeene what each thing is, 
And that no towne, nor ſoyle is hid from thee : 

det foorth in verſe, as well this countrey here, 

As thou at large, haſt ſet out Monmouthſhiere : 
Praiſe one alone, the reſt will thee difdaine, 

A day may come, at length to quite thy paine. 


Though former toyles, be loſt in ſommer laſt, Being muſter- 


mailter of Kent 
rey.” A f more chargzable 
ſhou haſt gone farre, the greateſt brunt is paſt, then watt canu 
ſidered of there. 


Diſpayre not now, for Wales is thankfull ſtill: 


Then forward paſſe, and plucke not backe goodwill, 
Put hand to plough, like man goe through with all, 
Thy ground is good, run on thou canf not fall: 


When 


| 
| 
if 
| 
| 


102 


Keeryock a 
wonderous vio- 
lent vater. 


Maiſter John 
Edwards hath a 
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When ſeede is ſowne, and tyme beſtowes ſome 


Paine, 


Thou ſhalt be knowne, a reaper of good graine. 


Hold on thy courſe and travaile Wales all ore, 


And whet thy wits, to marke and note it well : 


And thou ſhalt ſee, thou never ſaw'ſt before, 


Right goodly things, in deede that doth excell : 
More auncient tow nes, more famous caſtles old, 
Then well farre of, with eaſe thou mayſt behold : 
With Denbighſhiere, thy ſecond worke begin, 
And thou ſhalt ſee, what glorie thou ſhalt win. 


So I tooke horſe, and mounted up in haſte, 


From Monmouthſhiere, a long the coaſts I ryde : 
When froſt and ſnowe, and wayward winters waſte, 


I entred firſt, at Chirke, right ore a brooke, 
Where ſtaying ſtill, on countrey well to looke. 
A caſile fayre, appeerde to fight of eye, 


Chirke Caſtle a Did beate from tree, both leaves and ſommers pryde; 
govdly and 
princely houfe 
yet, 


Whoſe walles were great, and towers both large and 


hye. 


Full underneath, the ſame doth Keeryock run, 


A raging brooke, when rayne or ſnowe is greate: 


It was ſome prince, that firſt this houſe begun, 


It ſnewes farre of, to be ſo brave a ſeate. 
On ſide of hill, it ſtands moſt trim to vewe, 


fayre houſe nere An old ſtrong place, a caſtle nothing newe. 


this. 


A goodly thing, a princely pallace yet, 
If all within, were thoroughly furniſnt fit. 
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Beyond the ſame, there is a bridge of ſtone, 

That ſtands on Dee, a river deepe and ſwift: 

t ſeemes as it, would rive the rocks alone, 

Or undermyne, with force the eraggie clift. 

To Cheſter runs, this river all along, 

With guſhing ſtreame, and roring water ſtrong: 

On both the ſides, are bankes and hilles good ſtore, 
And mightie ſtones, that makes the river rore. 


It flowes with winde, although no rayne there bee, 
And ſwelles like ſea, with waves and foming flood: 
A wonder ſure, to ſee this river Dee, 

With winde alone, to waxe ſo wyld and wood, 

Make ſuch a ſturre, as water would be mad, 

And ſhewe ſuch life, as though ſome ſpreete it had. 
A cauſe there 1s, a nature for the ſame, 

To bring this flood, in ſuch ſtraunge caſe and frame. 


Not farre from this, there ſtands on little mount, 

A right fayre church, with pillars large and wide : 
A monument, therein of good account, 

Full finely wrought, amid the queere I ſpyde, 

A tombe there 1s, right rich and ſtately made, 
Where two doth lye, in ſtone and auncient trade. 
The man and wife, with ſumptuous ſollemne guyle, 


In this ritch ſort, before the aulter lyes. 


His head on creſt, and warlike helmet ſtayes, 
A lyon blew, on top thereof comes out: 

On lyons necke, along his legges he layes, 
Two gauntlets white, are lying there about. 
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Newe bridge on 


the river Dee. 


A ſtraunge na- 
ture of a water. 


There is a poole 
in Meryoneth- 
ſhiere of three 
myle long rageth 
ſo by ſtorme : 
that it makes 
this river flowe. 


Ruabon church 
is a fayre peece 
of worke. 


This gentleman 
was Called John 
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Offaes Dyke. 


Wats Dyke. | 


THE WOrkIHINES 


An auncient ſquire, he was and of good race, 

As by his armes, appeeres in many a place ; 

His houſe and lands, not farre from thence doth ſhoe, 
His birth and blood, was great right long agoe, 


The trimmeſt glaſſe, that may in windowe bee, 
(Wherein the roote, of Jeſſe well is wrought) 
At aulter head, of church now ſhall you ſee, 
Yea all the glaſſe, of church was deerely bought, 


Within two myles, there 1s a famous thing, 

Cal'de Offaes Dyke, that reacheth farre in length: 
All kind of ware, the Danes might thether bring, 

It was free ground, and cal'de the Britaines ſtrength, 
Wats Dyke likewiſe, about the ſame was ſet, 
Betweene which two, both Danes and Britaines met, 
And trafficke ſtill, but paſſing bounds by ſleight, 
The one did take, the other priſner ſtreight. 


Thus foes could meete, (as many tymes they may) 

And doe no harme, when profite ment they both : 

Good rule and lawe, makes baddeſt things to ſtay, 

That els by rage, to wretched revell goeth, 

The bruteſt beaſts, that ſavage are of kynd, 

Together comes, as ſeaſon is aſſynde: 

The angryeſt men, that can no triendſhip byde, 

Muſt ceace from warre, when peace appalles their 
pride. 
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Low let this goe, and call in haſte to minde, Robert Howell 43 
5 ; : lyes there a gen- . _- 
| rim Wrickſam towne, a pearle of Denbighſhiere: tleman. = 
> lu whoſe fayre church, a tombe of ſtone I finde, iy \ 
Under a wall, right hand on fide of queere: 1 
On th' other ſide, one Pilſon lyes in grave, | | J 
| Whoſe hearſe of blacke, ſayth he a tombe ſhall have: | A 
in queere lyes Hope, by armes of gentle race; 4 
| Or function once, a rector in that place. | i 
1 
But ſpeake of church, and ſteeple as J ought; 1 
y pen to baie, ſo fayre a worke to touch: | | 
Within and out, they are ſo finely wrought, 1 | 
cannot praiſe, the workmanſhip too much. 1 
1. [Put buylt of late, nor eight ſcore yeeres agoe, i ; 
Not of long tyme, the date thereof doth ſhoe : l | 


No common worke, but ſure a worke moſt fine, 


| 


„ 


As though they had, bin wrought by power devine. 


— I — 
— —— — 8 
2 F — 


The ſteeple there, in forme is full foure ſquare, 


Yet every way, five pinnackles appeere: 
I Trim pictures fayre, in ſtone on outſide are, 


Made all like waxe, as ſtone were nothing deere. 
The height ſo great, the breadth ſo bigge withall, 
No peece thereof, is likely long to fall, 

A worke that ſtands, to ſtayne a number more, 
In any age, that hath been buylt before, 
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A penerall Commendation of Centilitie. 


ERE Wrickſam dwels, of gentlemen good ſtore, 
Of calling fuch, as are right well to live: 
By market towne, I have not ſeene no more, 
(In ſuch ſmall roume) that auncient armes doe give, 
_ 4 They are the joye, and gladneſſe of the poore, 


— That dayly feedes, the hungrie at their doore: 
iaiſſer Roger ä 
Pilſons houſe at In any ſoyle, where gentlemen are found, 


Itchlay. 2 4 DES: 6 | 
eee Some houſe is kept, and bountie doth abound. 


at Pantyokin. 


Maiſt h ; 
Pi = -” They beautifie, both towne and countrey too, 


Maiſter Edward And furniſht are, to ſerve at neede in feeld ; 


ones of Cadoo- ; . 
ey And every thing, in rule and order do, 


ee, And unto God, and man due honour yeeld, 
atTon 9 attOons > 
Maifter Foward They are the ſtrength, and ſuretie of the land, 


8 by Rua- In whoſe true hearts, doth truſt and credit ſtand, 


Maiſter Owen By whoſe wiſe heads, the neighbours ruled are, 
Drueton of Bor- 


ras. In whom the prince, repoſeth greateſt care. 
Maiſter John | ” . 
Pilſon of Haber- 

dewerne. They are the flowers, of every garden ground, 


Maiſter Thomas 


Powell of Hor. For where they want, there growes but wicked weedes: 


Ley. Their tree and fruite, in rotten world is ſownd, 
Maiſter John : | ; a . 
Trevar of Tre- Their noble mynds, will bring foorth faithfull deedes 


volin. Their glorie reſts, in countries wealth and fame, 
A generall praiſe | 


of all gentlemen They have reſpect, to blood and auncient name: 
inhabiting of 
any countrey. 


They 


: 


4 
4 


: 


They v 
Which 


They c 
All mat 
It they 
And we 
Waxe | 
Want v 
Shewe | 
Dout m 


They d 
To ical 
Aftault 
Give cl 
1 mean 
Flye ſu 
Beate k 
Yea wl 


Now mw 
I Wric 
So if n 
Holt C 
The ſe: 
With l. 
Strong 
That ir 


That p 
My mi 


"Tre, 


les: 


es 


ey 


: 


: 


I 


OF WALES 127 


They weigh nothing, ſo much as loyall hart, 
Which is moſt pure, and cleane in every part. 


They doe uphold, all civill maners myld, 


All many acts, all wife and worthie waies: 

If they were not, the countrey would grow wyld, 
And we ſhould ſoone, forget our elders daies: 

Wazxe blunt of wit, in ſpeech grow rude and rough, 
Want vertue ſtill, and have of vice enough, 
Shewe feeble ſpreete, lacke courage every where, 
Dout many a thing, and our owne ſhadowes feare. 


They dare attempt, for fame and hye renowne, 

To ſcale the clowdes, if men might clyme the ayre ; 
Aſſault the ſtarres, and plucke the planets downe, 
Give charge on moone, and ſunne that ſhines ſo fayre. 
I meane they dare, attempt the greateſt things, 

Flye ſwiftly ore, high hilles if they had wings: 
Beate backe the ſeas, and teare the mountaines too, 
Yea what dare not, a man of courage doo. 


Now mult I turne, to my diſcourſe agayne, 

I Wrickſam leave, and pen out further place: 
So if my muſe, were now in pleaſant vayne, | 
Holt Caſtle ſhould, from verſe receive ſome grace: Holt caftle an 1 


The ſeate is fine, and trimly buylt about, excellent fine . 
i : 2 place, the river — 

With lodgings fayre, and goodly roumes throughout, of Dee running i 

Strong vaults and cav d Id devi bs 1 

2 caves, and many an old device, Maier Hues 1 

That in our dates, are held of worthie price. dwelles there. WR 

That place muſt paſſe, with praiſe and ſo adue, 1 

My muſe is bent, (and pen 1s readie preſt) Flud dwelles in 


Vale, in a fayre 
To houſe. 
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To feede your eares, with other matters newe, 
That yet remaines, in head and labouring breſt. 
A mountaine towne, that is Thlangothlan calde, 
A pretie ſeate, but not well buylt nor walde, 
Caſtle Dynoſe- Stands in the way, to Yale and Writhen both, 


braen on a 
wooddie hill on Where are great hilles, and piaines but fewe for troth, 


the one fide, and 
Greene Caſtle : 
on the other. Of mountaines now, in deede my muſe 1 5 runne, 


The poets there did dwell as fables fayne: 

Becauſe ſome ſay, they would be neere the ſunne, 
And taſte ſometymes, the froſt, the cold, and rayne, 
To judge of both, which is the chiefe and beſt. 


A bridge of ſtone M ho knowes no toyle, can never {kill of reſt, 
very faire there v 


ſtands over Dee. Vho alwaies walkes, on carpet ſoft and gay, 


| Knowes not hard hills, nor likes the mountaine WAY 
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A Diſcourſe of Mount aynes. 


AME nature drew, theſe mountaynes in ſuch Maiſter Lakon. 
Maiſter Thlude 


ſort, 

As though the one, ſhould yeeld the other grace: 
Or as each hill, it ſelf were ſuch a fort, 
They ſcornde to ſtoope, to give the cannon place. 

fall were playne, and ſmooth like garden ground, 
Where ſhould hye woods, and goodly groves be found: 
The eyes delight, that lookes on every coaſt, 
With pleaſures great, and fayre proſpect were loſt, 


On hill we vewe, farre of both feeld and flood, 
Feele heate or cold, and fo ſucke up ſweete ayre: 
Behold beneath, great wealth and worldly good, 
See walled townes, and looke on countries fayre. 
And who ſo ſits, or ſtands on mountayne hye, 
Hath halfe a world, in compaſſe of his eye: 

A platforme made, of nature for the nonce, | 
\ here man may looxe, on all the earth at once, 


Theſe ragged rocks, brings plaineſt people foorth, 
On mountaine wyld, the hardeſt horſe is bred : 
Though graſſe thereon, be groſſe and little worth, 
Sweet is the foode, where hunger ſo is fed. 

Ou rootes and hearbs, our fathers long did feede, 
And neere the Kye, growes ſweeteſt fruit in deede: 


On 
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On marriſh meares, and watrie moſſie ground, It ſtand, 
Are rotten weedes, and rubbiſh drofle unſound, * 5 A itatel: 
| 5 The po 
The fogges and miſts, that riſe from vale belowe, he he 
A reaſon makes, that higheſt hilles are beſt : | The ma 
And when ſuch fogges doth ore the mountayne goe, | Made hi 
In fouleſt daies, fayre weather may be geſt, | A ſtrong 
As bitter blaſts, on mountaynes bigge doth blowe, That els 
So noyſome ſmels, and ſavours breed belowe : BY 
The hill ſtands cleere, and cleane from filthie ſmell, ©} : boy ſtr 
They finde not ſo, that doth in valley dwell, | en | 
They we 
The mountayne men, live longer many a yeere, | And thro 
Then thoſe in vale, in playne or marriſh ſoyle: d 
A luſtie hart, a cleane complex1on cleere God ſaw, 
They have on hill, that for hard living toyle, } By ſturdi 
With ewe and lambe, with goates and kids they play, es moun 
In greateſt toyles, to rub out wearie day: or feare 
And when to houſe, and home good fellowes drawe, = "Pp 
The lads can laugh, at turning of a ſtrawe. | [cboyftri 
No ayre ſo pure, and wholeſome as the hill, 1 48 
Both man and beaſt, delights to be thereon : 9 WW 5 
In heate or cold, it keepes one nature ſtill, Mar: 8g 
Trim neate and drye, and gay to go upon. : | 
I Thus pron 


A place moſt fit, for paſtime and good ſport, 

To which wyld ſtagge and bucke doth ſtill reſort : 
To crye of hounds, the mountayne ecco yeelds, 
A grace to vale, a beautie to the feelds. 
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It ſtands for world, as though a watch it were, 


A ſtately gard, to keepe greene meddowe myld: 
The poets fayne, on ſhoulders it doth beare 


Banc 2H 


l 


The heavens hye, but there they are beguyld. 
The maker firſt, of mountayne and of vale, 
Made hill a wall, to clip about the dale: 


A ſtrong defence, for needfull fruit and corne, 


That els by blaſt, might quickly be forlorne. 


If boyſtrous wynds, were not withſtood by ſtrength, 


1 Repulſt by force, and driven backward too, 


They would deſtroy, our earthy joyes at length, 


And through their rage, they would much, miſchiefe 


doo. 


| God ſawe what ſmart, and griefe the earth yould byce 
By ſturdie ſtormes, and pearcing tem peſts pr de: 


so mountaynes made, to ſave the lower ſoyle, 


For feare the earth, ſhould ſuffer ſname full ſpoyle. 


I How could weake leaves, and bloſſomes hang on tree, 


| | If boyſtring wynds, ſhould braunches dayly beate: 


«>» 


How could poore ſoules, in cottage quiet bee, 


If higher grounds, did not defend their ſeate. 
Who buylds his bower, right under foote of hill, 
I Hath little cold, and weather warme at will: 


| Thus prove I here, the mountayne frendeth ali, 
Stands ſtiffe gaynſt ſtor mes, like ſteele or brazen wall, 


Vou may compare, a king to mountayne hye, 
JI hoſe princely power, can byde both bront and ſhocke 


It 


Of 
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Of bitter blaſt, or thunderbolt from ſkye, 


His fortrefſe ſtands, upon ſo firme a rocke. 

A prince helps all, and doth ſo ſtrongly fit, 

That none can harme, by traude, by force nor wit, 

The weake muſt leane, where ſtrength doth moſt re- 
mayne, | 

The mountayne great, commaunds the little playne, 


As mountayne is, a noble ſtately thing, 

Thruſt full of ſtones, and rocks as hard as ſteele: 
A peerles peece, comparde unto a king, 

Who fits full faſt, on top of fortunes wheele : 

So 1s the dale, a place of ſuttle ayre, 

A den of droſſe, oft tymes more foul then fayre: 
A dortie ſoyle, where water long doth byde, 

Yet ritch withall, it cannot be denyde, 


But wealth mars wit, and weares out vertue cleane, 
An eating worme, a cancker palt recure : 
A trebble loude, but not a merrie meane, 

hat muſic makes, but rather jarres procure : 
A. ſtirrer up, of ſtrife and leaud debate, 
The ground of warre, that ſtayneth every ſtate 
With giftes and bribes, that greedie glutton feedes 
And filles the gut, whereon great treaſon breedes. 


Wealth foſters pride, and heaves up haughtie hart, 
Makes wit oreweene, and man beleeve to farre : 
Enfects the mynd, with vice in every part, 
That quickly ſets, the ſences all at warre. 
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In valley ritch, theſe miſchiefes nouriſlit are, 
God planted peace, on mountayne poore and bare: 
By ſweat of browes, the people lives on hill, 


Not ſleight of brayne; ne craft nor cunning ſkill. 


\here dwels diſdayne, diſcord or dubble waies 

7 3 
but where ritch cubs, and currith karles are found? 
Where is more love, who hath more happie dates, 


Then thoſe poore hynds, that digges and delves the 


| ground. 

Perhaps you ſay, fo hard the rocks may bee, 

Ne corne nor orafie, nor plough thereon you ſee : 
Let loe the Lord, ſuch blefling there doth give, 
That{weet content, with oten cakes can live. 


Sowre whey and curds, can yeeld a ſugred taſt, 


1 5 : 
nere {weete martchpane, as yet was never knowne : 


When emptie gorge, hath bole of milke embraſt, 
And cheeſe and bread, hath dayly of his owne, 
He craves no feaſt, nor ſeekes no banquets fine, 
He can diſgeſt, his dinner without wine: 

80 toyles out life, and likes full well this trade, 
Not fearing death, becauſe his count is made. 


Miho ſleepes ſo ſound, as he that hath no ſheepe, 
Nor heard of beaſts, to paſtor and to feede? 

Who feares the woolfe, but he who lambes doth keepe, 
And many an hower, is forſt to watch in deede. 
Though gold be gay, and cordyall in his kynd, 


FYY 


The loſſe of wealth, grypes long a greedie mynd. 


Poor mountayne folke, poſſeſſe not ſuch great ſtore 


But when its gon, they care not much therefore. 
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Of Yale a /ittle to be ſpoken of. 


The names of 
the rivers of hye, | 
Denbighthiere. Small valleys there, ſave where the brookes do ron: 
Keerlock parts i POS 

Shropſhere and So many ſprings, that field that ſoyle is drye : 


HE countrie Yale, hath hilles and mountaynes 


Denbighſhiere, 


"$2: Good turffe and peate, on moſſie ground is won, 


Dee at newe 


Brid d SSH 
TR oth/en, That burneth cleere, and yeelds a ſavour ſweete 


Aleyn in the To thoſe which have, no noſe for dayntie ſmell, 
valley of Vale. a 


Clan weddock in The finer ſort, were beſt in court to dwell, 


the fayre vale of 


e.. This ſoyle is cold, and ſubject unto winde, 


Clanweddock Hard duſkie rocks, all covered ore full dim: 


d Elwye b 17 | | 
Saint ac. Where if winde blowe, ye ſhall foule weather finde, 


Iſtrade by Den- And thinke you feele, the bitter blaſts full brim. 


Wherewith good fires, is made for man moſt meete, 


bigh. 


Raihad comes to But though cold bytes, the face and outward ſkin, 


the Vorney. The ſtomacke loe, is thereby warm'd within. 
Keynthleth ; | 
comes into For ſtill more meate, the mountayne men diſgeſt, 
Rayhad, 


Then in the playne, you finde among the beſt. 


Here is hard wales, as earth and mountayne yeelds, $ 
Some ſoftneſſe too, as tract of foote hath made: 
But to the dames, for walke no pleaſant feelds, 

Nor no great woods, to ſhroud them in the ſhade, 
Yet ſheepe and goates, are plentie here in place, 
And good Welſh nagges, that are of kindeſt race: 

| With 
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With goodly nowt, both fat and biggewith bone, 
That on hard rocks, and mountayne feedes alone, 


Of Wrythen now, I treate as reaſon 1s, 

But liſence crave, to talke on ſuch a ſeate: 

Excuſe my ſkill, where pen or muſe doth mis, 
Where knowledge fayles, the cunning 1s not great, 
But ere I write, a verſe upon that ſoyle, 

I will crye out, of tyme that all doth ſpoyle : 

As age weares youth, and youth gives age the place, 
So tyme weares world, and doth old works diſgrace, 
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N : | That in 
| Tract of tyme, that all conſumes to duſt, And tor 
We hold thee not, for thou art bald behinde: Where 
The fayreſt ſword, or mettall thou wilt ruſt, 
* . . * 5 — * e 
And brighteſt things, bring quickly out of minde, The io 
The trimmeſt towers, and caſtles great and gay, Or Uittt 
* * 214 1 ris 
In proceſſe long, at length thou doeſt decay: 
The braveſt houſe, and princely buildings rare, 
Thou waſts and weares, and leaves the walles but bare, 
O cancker vile, that creepes in hardeſt mold, 4 


The marble ſtone, or flint thy force ſhall fecle:; 
Thou haſt a power, to pearce and eat the gold, 
Fling downe the ſtrong, and make the ſtoute to reeles 
O waſting worme, that cates ſweete kernels all, 

And makes the nut, to duſt and powder fall: 

O glutton great, that feedes on each mans ſtore, 


And yet thy lelic, no better art therefore. 


Tyme all conſumes, and helps it ſelfe no whit, 


As fire by flame, burnes coales to ſinders ſmall: 


Tyme ſteales in man, much like an age fit, 

5 * 
That weares the face, the fleſh the KKinne and all. 
O wretched ruſt, that wilt not ſcoured bee, 


O dreadiull tyme, the world is feard of thee :. 
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flingeſt flat, the higheſt tree that growes, 
9 | 


-ryumph makes, on pompe and paynted ſhowes. 


But moſt of all, my muſe doth blame thee naw, 
For throwing downe, a rare and goodly ſeate: 
3y Wrythen towne, a noble caſtle throwe, 
That in tyme paſt, had many a lodging greate, 
And towers molt fayre, that long a buylding was, 
* Where now God wot, there growes nothing but 
g raſſe: 
The ſtones lye waſte, the walles ſeemes but a ſhe! 
Ot little worth, where once a prince might dwell. 
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Of Wrythen both the Caſt: and the Towne. 


The Caſtle of 
Wrythen 1s yet. 
outwardly a 
marveilous faire 
and large prince- 


ly place. 


HIS caſtle ſtands, on rocke much like red bricke, 


cragge: 
The towers are hye, the walles are large and thicke, 
The worke it ſelfe, would ſhake a ſubjects bagge, 
If he were bent, to buyld the like agayne: 
It reſts on mount, and lookes ore wood and playne: 
It had great ſtore, of chambers finely wrought, 
That tyme alone, to great decay hath brought. 


It ſnewes within, by dubble walles and wales, 

A deepe device, did firſt erect the ſame : 

It makes our world, to thinke on elders daies, 
Becauſe the worke, was formde in ſuch a frame, 
One tower or wall, the other anſwers right, 

As though at call, each thing ſhould pleaſe the fight : 


The rocke wrought round, where every tower doth 


ſtand, | | 
Set foorth full fine, by head by hart and hand. 


* 


There is a poole And faſt hard by, runnes Cloyd a river ſwift, 


here abouts that In winter tyme, that ſwelles and ſpreads the feeld : 
hath in it a 


kynd of fiſh that That water ſure, hath ſuch a ſecret gitt, 
aner 2 And ſuch rare fiſh, in ſeaſon due doth yeeld, 


N ; 
e * 8+ 


As 


— 


£3 1 " 1 
8 * 2 bs % 


83 eren PA. 
„er AT NS EN 
E 8 0 

= Yn 

78 


l © 


The dykes are cut, with toole through ſtonie 


; 
Fa 
ye] 


A 
: 


. 
1 
g 


| 


4 


As is mc 
Of ſuch. 


* * * 3 


* K * JI 


A poole 
Where! 
Where! 
Vet hatl 
Above tl 
Are ſamr 
But in tl 
And nee 


I have le 


And bot} 
Who wil 


| They be 


The rive 


And whe 


And into 
So loſeth 


Good gre 
And man 


On moun 


All over 


ö This vall 


Wherein 
Which te 
The nobl] 


8 
2 . 
2 8 * vi 
33 
x n 
OY : R o | 


1 


"1th 


. 
i * þ 


OF WALES. 


As is moſt ſtraunge : let men of knowledge now 


Ot ſuch hid cauſe, ſearch out the nature throwe : 
* * * * * M N * * * * „ % * * „ * * 
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A poole there is, through which this Cloyd doth paſſe, 


Where is a fiſh, that ſome a whiting call: 


Where never yet, no ſammon taken was, 
Yet hath good ſtore, of other fiſhes all. 
Above that poole, and ſo beneath that flood 


Are ſammons caught, and many a fiſh full good: 


But in the ſame, there will no ſammon bee, 


And neere that poole, you ſhall no whiting ſee. 


| I have left out, a river and a vale, 


And both of them, are fayre and worthie note : 
Who will them ſeeke, ſhall finde them ſtill in Yale, 


| They beare ſuch tame, they may not be forgot. 
| The river runnes, a myle right under ground, 
And where it ſprings, the iſſue doth abound : 


And into Dee, this water doth diſſend, 
So loſeth name, and therein makes an end. 


Good ground likewiſe, this valley ſeemes to bee, 
And many a man, of wealth is dwelling there: 
On mountayne top, the valley ſhall you ſee 


All over greene, with goodly meddowes feare. 


This valley hath, a noble neighbour neere, 
| Wherein the towne, of Wrythen doth appeere: 
Which towne ſtands well, and wants no pleaſant ayre, 


The noble ſoyle, and countrey is ſo fayre. 


A church 


A river called 
Aleyn, in the 
valley of Vale. 


The valley of 


Yale, 
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The Earle of A church there is, in Wrythen at this day, 

Kent hes here. herein Lord Gray, that once was Earle of Kent, 
In tombe of ſtone, amid the chauncell lay : 
But ſince remov'd, as worldly matters went, 
And in a wall, ſo layd as now he lyes 


An Anckres in Right hand of queere, full playne before your eyes: 
King Henry ihe © z x 


' fourths tyme An Anckres too, that nere that wall did dwell, 


buryed here. With trim wrought worke, in wall is buryed well. 


ealant Now to the vale, of worthie Dyffrin Cloyd, 
vale of Dyffrin rea: 
Cloyd. My muſe mutt paſſe, a ſoyle moſt ritch and gay 


This noble ſeate, that never none anoyd, 

That ſawe the ſame, and rode or went that way: 
The vewe thereof, ſo much contents the mynd, 
The ayre therein, ſo wholeſome and fo kynd : 
The beautie ſuch, the breadth and length likewiſe, 
Makes glad the hart, and pleaſeth each mans eyes. 


This vale doth reach, ſo farre in vewe of man, 

As he farre of, may ſee the ſeas in deede : 

And who a while, for pleaſure travayle can 
Throughout this vale, and thereof take good he ede, 
He ſhall delight, to ſee a ſoyle fo fine, 

For ground and graſſe, a paſſing plot devine. 

And if the troth, thereof a man may tell, 

This vale alone, doth all the reſt excell. 


The vale As it belowe, a wondrous beautie ſhowes, 


throvenly de- The hilles above, doth grace it trebble fold: 
ſeribed. 


On every ſide, as farre as valley goes, 


A border bigge, of hilles ye ſhall behold : 
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They keepe the vale in ſuch a quiet ſort, 

That birds and beaſts, for ſuccour there reſort: 

Yea flocks of foule, and heards of beaſt ſometyme, 

Drawes there from ſtorme, when tempeſts are in 
pryme. 


Three rivers run, amid the bottome heere, Three rivers in 
i this vale. 

Iſtrade, and Cloyd, Clanweddock (loe) the third: 

The noyſe of ſtreames, in ſommer morning cleere, 


The chirpe and charme, and chaunt of every bird A natural ſecret 
touched, 


That paſſeth there, a ſecond heaven is: 


No helliſh ſound, more like an earthly blis: 
A muſick ſweete, that through our eares ſhall creepe, 
By ſecret arte, and lull a man a tleepe. 
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The Caſile of Cargoorley 11 Denbighſhiere, 


Thomas Sale ſbu- 


Ion; Agoorley comes, right now to paſſe my pen, 
Robert Saleſ- 


With ragged walles, yea all to rent and torne: 
buric of Bachen- . a | | 
bid. As though it had, bin never knowne to men, 

. . Lloyd of Or careleſſe left, as wretched thing forlorne: 
oullan. . : 

Piers Holland of Like begger bare, as naked as my nayle, 

Kyamet. It lyes along, whoſe wracke doth none bewayle, 


Piers Owen of > : 

Abergele. But if ſhe knewe, to whom it doth pertayne, 
Edward Theleall 1 5 
5 W hat royalties, and honors doth remayne 
William Wyn of Unto that ſeate, it ſhould repayred bee, 


Llamuaire, 
Elis Price of For further cauſe, then common people ſee, 


Spitty, 

_ But ſondrie things, that are full farre from ſight, 

Are out of mynd, and cleane forgot in fine: 

So ſuch as have, thereto but httle right, 

Poſſeſſe the fame, by leavell and by line, 

Or els by hap, or ſuite as often falles : 

But what of that, Cargoorleys rotten walles 
Can never bring, his betters in diſpute, 
That hath perchaunce, bin got by hap or ſute : 
So reſt good muſe, and ſpeake no further heere, 


Leaſt by theſe words, ſome hidden thoughts appeere- 


Kings give and take, ſo tyme ſtill rouleth on, 
Good ſubjects ſerve, for ſomewhat more or leſſe: 
And 
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And when we ſee, our fathers old are gon, 

Of tyme to come, we have a greater geſſe. 

Firſt how to gayne, by preſent tyme and ſtate, 
Then what may fall, by futer tyme and date : 
Tyme paſt growes cold, and fo the world lukewarme 
Doth helpe it ſelfe, by caſtle, houſe or farme: 

That reach is good, that rule my frends God ſend, 
Which well begin, and makes a vertuous end. 


(7 —— —— * 


O DENBIGH now, appeare thy turne is next, 

J neede no gloſe, nor ſhade to ſet thee out: 

For if my pen, doe followe playneſt text, 

And paſſe next way, and goe nothing about, 
Thou ſhalt be knowne, as worthie well thou art, 
The nobleſt ſoyle, that is in any part : 

And for thy ſeate, and caſtle doe compare, 
With any one, of Wales what ere they are. 


This caſtle ſtands, on top of rocke moſt hye, 

A mightie cragge, as hard as flint or ſteele : 

A maſſe mount, whoſe ſtones ſo deepe doth lye, 
That no device, may well the bottome feele. 

The rocke diſcends, beneath the auncient towne, 
About the which, a ſtately wall goes downe, 
With buyldings great, and poſternes to the ſame, 
That goes through rocke, to give it greater fame. 


I want good words, and reaſons apt therefore, 
It ſelfe ſhall ſhewe, the ſubſtance of my tale ; 
R 2 But 
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But yet my pen, muſt tell here ſomewhat more, 
Of caſtles praiſe, as T have ſpoke of vale. 
Marke wel the A ſtrength of ſtate, ten tymes as ſtrong as fayre, 
mo” * et fayre and fine, with dubble walles full thicke, 
38 5 Like tarres trim, to take the open ayre, 
Made of freeſtone, and not of burned bricke : 
No buylding there, but ſuch as man might ſay, 


The worke thereot, would laſt till judgement day. 


The ſeate ſo ſure, not ſubject to a hill, 

Nor yet to myne, nor force of cannon blaſt : 
Within that houſe, may people walke at will, 
And itand full ſafe, till daunger all be paſt. 

It cannon rorde, or barkt againſt the wall, 
Frends there may ſay, a figge for enemies all: 
Five men within, may keepe out numbers greate, 
(In furious ſort) that ſhall approach that ſeate. 


Who ſtands on rocke, and lookes right down alone, 
Shall thinke belowe, a man is but a child: 

1 2 I fought my ſelfe, from top to fling a ſtone 
With full mayne force, and yet I was beguyld. 
If ſuch a height, the mightie rocke be than, 
Ne force nor ſleight, nor {tout attempt of man, 
Can win the fort, if houſe be furniſht throw, 


The troth whereof, let world be witneſſe now. 


It is great payne, from foote of rocke to clyme 
To caſtle wall, and it is greater toyle 

On rocke to goe, yea any ſtep ſometyme 
Uprightly yet, without a faule or foyle. 


And 
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And as this ſeate, and caſtle ſtrongly ſtands, 
Paſt winning ſure, with engin ſword or hands : 
So lookes it ore, the countrey farre or neere, 
And ſhines like torch, and lanterne of the ſheere. 


Wherefore Denbigh, thou bearſt away the praiſe, 
Denbigh hath got, the garland of our dates : | 
Denbigh reapes fame, and lawde a thouſand waies, 
Denbigh my pen, unto the clowdes ſhall raiſe, 
The caſtle there, could I in order drawe, 

It ſhould ſurmount, now all that ere I ſawe. 
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Of Vat Crucis Thlangothlan, and the Caf 


Dynoſebrane, 


HE great deſire, to ſee Denbigh at full, 


Did drawe my muſe, from other matter true: 


But as that fight, my mynd away did pull 

From former things, I ſhould preſent to you. 

8o duetie bids, a writer to be playne, 

And things lett out, to call to mynd agayne : 
Thlangothlan then, mult yet come once in place, 
For divers notes, that gives this booke ſome grace, 


The Abbey of An abbey nere, that mountayne towne there is, 


Valey Crucis. 


Whoſe walles yet ſtand, and ſteeple too likewiſe : 
But who that rides, to ſee the troth of this, 

Shall thinke he mounts, on hilles unto the ſkyes, 
For when one hill, behind your backe you ſee, 
Another comes, two tymes as hye as hee : 

And in one place, the mountaynes {tands fo there, 
In roundneſſe ſuch, as it a cockpit were. 


Their height is great, and full of narrowe wales, 
And ſteepe downe right, of force ye muſt deſcend: 
Some houſes are, buylt there but of late dates, 
Full underneath, the monſtrous mountaynes end: 
Amid them all, and thoſe as man may geſſe, 
When rayne doth fall, doth ſtand in ſore diſtreſle : 


For mightie ſtreames, runnes ore both houſe and 


thatch, 


When for their lives, poore men on hilles muſt watch# 
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Beyond the ſame, and yet on hill full hye, | es. Dy noſe- 
* "a « 
A caſtle ſtands, an old and ruynous thing : | 


= That haughtie houſe, was buylt in weathers eye, 


A; pretie pyle, and pleaſure for a king. 

A fort, a ſtrength, a ſtrong and ſtately hold 

It was at firſt, though now it is full old: 

On rocke alone, full farre from other mount 

It ſtands, which ſhewes, it was of great account. 


Betweene the towne, and abbey built it was, ' A goally td 
The towne is neere, the goodly river Dee, of tone here. 
i The towne and 
That underneath, a bridge of ſtone doth paſſe, the bridge with 
And ſtill on rocke, the water runnes you ſee the vyolent ri- 
: ver before that 
A wondrous way, a thing full rare and ſtraunge, towne. 
That rocke cannot, the courſe of water chaunge : 
For in the ſtreame, huge ſtones and rocks remayne, 


That backward might the flood of force conſtrayne. 


From thence to Chirke, are mountaynes all a rowe, 
As though in ranke, and battaile mountaynes ſtood : 


And over them, the bitter winde doth blowe, 
And whirles betwixt, the valley and the wood. 
| Chirke is a place, that parts another ſheere, 


And as by trench, and mount doth well appeere : 
It kept thoſe bounds, from forayne force and power, 
That men might fleepe, in ſuretie every hower. 


Here Denbighſhtere, departs from writers pen, 


And Flintſhiere now, comes bravely marching in, 

A little poke of 
Flintſhiere, 
Whereof in verſe, my matter muſt begin: 


Not 
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Not for to fayne, and pleaſe the tender eares, 
" But to be playne, as worlds eye witneſle beares : = 
he author fel! Not by hereſay, as fables are ſet out, 5 

cke here. But by good proofe, of vewe to voyd a dout. 
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Thewritertakes WHEN ſommer ſweete, hath blowne ore winters blaſt 
here breath til] a N 
better ſeaſen. And waies waxe hard, that now are ſoft and foule: 
When calmie ſkyes, ſayth bitter ſtor mes are paſt, 
And clowdes waxe cleere, that now doth lowre and 
ſkoule, 
My muſe I hope, ſhall be reviv'de againe, 
That now lyes dead, or rockt a ſleepe with paine. 
For labour long, hath wearied ſo the wit, 
That ſtudious head, a while in reſt muſt ſit: 
But when the ſpring, comes on with newe delite, 
You ſhall from me, heare what my mule doth write, 


Here endeth my firſt booke of the Worthines of f 
Wales: which being wel taken, wil encourage me to g 
ſet foorth another: in which worke, not only the 
reſt of the ſhieres (that now are not written of) ſhal be N 
orderly put in print, but likewiſe all the auncient 8 
armes of gentlemen there in general, ſhal be plainly 
deicribed and ſet out, to the open vewe of the world, 
if God permit me life and health, towards the finiſh- 
ing of ſo great a labour. 
Thomas Churchyarg, 
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